Cupa - CoLoONIAL PERIOD
PoSTAGE STAMPS UsED AS REVENUE
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Postage stamps were used occasionally as revenue stamps on various types of legal documents in lieu of
regular revenue stamps when these were not available. Official authorization for this usage in Cuba has not
been identified, but it can be presumed that the use of regular postage stamps for such purposes was widely
accepted whenever there were no regular revenue stamps available as a way to prevent delays in business
transactions until the appropriate revenue stamps were available. The wide acceptance of the fiscal use of
postage stamps in lieu of revenue stamps is amply demonstrated in this exhibit by the cancellation of these
stamps by numerous governmental offices and businesses throughout many cities and towns in Cuba.

It is also to be noted that this revenue use of postage stamps started from the inception of the use of postage
stamps in Cuba in 1855. Fiscal use of postage stamps is far rarer than postal use. This exhibit contains
examples of the revenue use of postage stamps starting with the first issue of Cuban postage stamps and
continues with examples of this use throughout the entire Spanish Colonial period. Their use s also widespread
in all types of legal documents. This exhibit contains uses on receipts, identification papers, birth certificates,
marriage licenses, wills, property titles, and all other sorts of business and legal transactions. Finally, the
exhibit illustrates the various modes of canceling fiscally used stamps. There are numerous hand stamps
from various government agencies and private businesses, but equally common is to find the stamps pen
canceled with the signature or flourish of the person handling the transaction, the date of the transaction, a
simple pen stroke, or no cancellation at all, just the stamp affixed to the legal document.

This is one of the most fascinating of Cuban philatelic specialties, not only because of the variety of uses and
governmental and business cancellations, but primarily because of the enormous and widespread historical
content of the documents on which these stamps were affixed. These documents provide a very personal
looking glass into various aspects of Cuban society in the latter half of the 19th Century until the 1899.

This exhibit is presented chronologically by stamp issue.
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1868

40 CENT. Overprinted HABILITADO POR LA NACION | :

Used on a 40 C. Fiscal Paper also Overprinted HABILITADO POR LA NACION
for an 10U. Document. This is the only Reported Example of any of the Four
Values of the 1868 Overprinted Stamps Used either Postally or Fiscally.

July 1, 1869
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1866

10 C. Blue. Diagonal Used as 5 C. UNCATALOGUED

Used on a Notarized Affidavit

Mar. 20, 1868




1868

& 20 CENT. (Céntimos) Bisected Diagonal Half Used as 10 C.

Tuition Fee Receipt Issued by a Private Catholic School.
Unusual Stamp Usage. ay 10, 1868
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1869

10 CENT.

Used on a Land Property Tax Receipt Apr. 1, 1869
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1869

® 20 CENT. Diagonal Half Used as 10 C. UNRECORDED

Tuition Fee Receipt Issued by a Private Catholic School.
& The Only Piece Known. Apr. 10, 1869
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1870
10 Cs (Céntimos)

& Used oh a Certificate of Baptism “Book of Spaniards.” Nov. 3, 1870
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1870

10 Cs. 1870. Diagonal Half Used as 5 Cs.

Used on a Fiscal Paper Accepting the
Position of Executor

Oct. 14, 1870




50 C. D. PESETA 29 stamps

Claim for Stamp and Official Paper Taxes.
Used for the Late Payment of Property Taxes.
A Very High Rate for a Document. Apr. 22, 1870

T .

/,-“,'.7 ConBep €00 ¢ /,;:/

R
e

A L)

- g v.>. - . . ‘
‘ A A R T
/ e e s ”f;‘““w L o e AT g Sy e QWJ- | S
- /("' = 2t ,,..2:,/ /L—*ﬁ e Ltec 2 & gt ,,//f/ Pl e ff(f}\’/t) :
r 5 t.-.::«mca /’—:/ /Q/‘r'{ /(/ /&4%/,, (-¢7 ./e/f‘ -z

2 "»A@t_Zéﬁﬁ‘QB et Tt (ét—;r,/‘/‘(’a !f ﬂ//’f 'y& et /~~

[2

d(?/ [ // ,e:-. '/ / e r,a»"é‘? ,;,., 2. /)'/ '4/

> s
A ot (,, L o
. gl

s

N
e Ll PR D2

Ry /"—/ /’///,. . / e L >, (44( /a/b )?,,,é y it ,,4/

& _' ?
o

uﬁf BIRERSRE oy
3 .\uuuuou‘)u a‘aﬂql)(!‘)h

JESTNERPIRE AR

/ Gl - S 4 e, Pt PRt A TGP T ¥ -
. : : S
- - - . . " -
,2‘1 ,// e = Fe e A i £ e el o gy




1871

50 C. DE PESETA. Diagonal Half Used as 25 C. UNCATALOGUED

Used on a Tuition Fee Receipt of the “Real Colegio de
Belén” a Catholic School in Habana. THE ONLY PIECE

RECORDED. Mar., 1871
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1875

50 CENTS. PESETA
Used on a Certificate of Baptism Taken from the Book of
White Persons. An Uncommon Document Nov. 27, 1875




1877
12% C. and 25 C. DE PESETA

Used on a Private Receipt of a Funeral Home.
« Paid in Gold July 14, 1877
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1879
5 Cs. PESETA

Used on a Baptism Certificate Taken from
@ the Book of Spaniards Jan. 13, 1879
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1879
25 Cs. DE PESETA

Used td Notify the Payment of Debt Guaranteed by a
Certificate of Deposit. May 13,1879
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1879

50 Cs. de Peseta. Diagonal Half Used as 25 Cs.

@  Used on Fiscal Paper for PAUPERS
Claiming Monthly Payments Overdue 1879
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1880

25 Cs. DE PESETA

Used on a Receipt for Real Estate Taxes Feb. 9, 1881
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1880

25 CENT. DE PESETA . Diagonal Used as 12%2 CENT.

Used on a Receipt from the San Diego de Nufiez

City Government
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1877
.r 12% C. and 25 C. DE PESETA

Used on a Private Receipt of a Funeral Home.

Paid in Gold July 14, 1877
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1877
| 12% C. and 25 C. DE PESETA

Used on a Private Receipt of a Funeral Home. |
Paid in Gold ~July 14, 1877
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1877
25Cs. PESETA

Used on a receipt for work performed

Habana . July 14, 1877
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1877
25Cs. PESETA

Used on a receipt for work performed

Habana July 14, 1877




1880

@ UNA PESETA (Six stamps. Very high rate)

Used in a Private Contract for the Sale of Molasses | Dec 5, 1880
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1881
5 C. DE PESO. With Long “CANCELADQ" Handstamp.
The Only One Known for Nullifying Stamps
1886

Used on an Inform on Real Estate Taxes
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1881

10 C. DE PESO. Diagonal Half Used as 5 C.

Used on a Receipt

Mar. 1, 1881
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1883

2%, C. DE PESO

Used on a Payment for Official Paper Used in a Legal
Claim with Ink Strokes Nullifying the Stamp. Oct. 16, 1888
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DE PESO

1883
10C

e
PRI SRR

T e e

2

SRR

©
—
....Ol
0]
o
c
©
L
Q
X
Ll

AR e =2 e W e MRt B W W W Iy

ill of

gua (Santa
ince)
1887

Private Company
Sa

UsedonaB
Clara Prov
March 5,

in



10 C. DE PESO

1883
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Used on a Bill of
Exchange for a
Private Company
Sagua (Santa
Clara Province)
March 5, 1887

in



1883
5 C. DE PESO

Used on an Invoice of a Health Maintenance Organization
With Date Nullifying the Stamp. Sep. 17, 1889
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- 1883 -

5 C. DE PESO '

Used on a Bill of Exchange at J.A. BANCES BANK in Habana

Nov. 12, 1886
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1883

5 C. DE PESO.

CANCELLED BY DIFFERENT GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

“ILUSTRE AYUNTAMIENTO"

“DIPUTACION PROVINCIAL
PINAR DEL RIO”

“ORDENACION DE
PAGOS DE MARINA
PROVINCIA DE SAGUA”

“DIVISION DE CANONEROS
ONTADURIA”
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“ADMON. CENTRAL DE ADUANAS

SALIDA ~ DEC 1, 1886
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1883

5 C. DE PESO

Block of Four With Two Different Overprints (Types b & c).

Plus One Stamp (Type d). All of Them Cancelled With

Blue Oval “VISITA GENERAL DE EFECTOS TIMBRADOS

E INVESTIGACION DE CONTRIBUCIONES DE LA ISLA

DE CUBA.” Unusual Use of This Type of Stamps. |

'ﬁ?’

34



@ 1883 - Mixed Stamps

5 C. on 5 C. Red Surcharged Postal Stamps
25 C. de PESO Black Surcharged Revenue Stamp.

&b Unusual Combination and Uncommon Use of the Postal Stamp.

Used on a Private Agreement _ Aug. 8, 1883
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No.3.727.747

A Two-page Document

1885

2%, C. DE PESO Red Lilac Color Variety

The Provisional Use Was Authorized by Order of the
Controller of Finance by a Blue Oval Handstamp

%  “HABILITADO PARA EL SELLO 13.” Used from 1886 to
1889 ., - May 5, 1887
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No0.3.727.748

Second and Last Page of
' Document

1885

21 C. DE PESO Red Lilac Color Variety




1886
5 C. DE PESO
Used on a Requést for a Civil Marriage

The Requirements to Be Married Are Printed on the Left
Side of the Document Oct. 18, 1888
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1886

5 C. DE PESO

)

Postal Stamp Cut in Half and Overprinted with a Metallic Handstamp in

Blue with Circular Inscription “HABILITADO PARA EL SELLO” and the
13° Category. This Usage Was Authorized by the Controller of Finances

Dated December 31, 1888 and January 25, 1889. 1889
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1890
5 C. DE PESO
Used on Revenue Paper (1890-91, 5 C. DE PESO Value)

for Certificate of Residence and Civil Status of a |
“Dark Mulatto.” An Uncommon Document. Nov. 20, 1890
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1890
( » 5 C. DE PESO

Used on a Receipt Thirty-four Gold Pesos Paid for Two
Pints of Blood and Six Medical Visits. Nov. 8, 1892
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1890

5 C. DE PESO

CANCELLED BY DIFFERENT GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES

“Habilitacion de Timbres y Efectos Publicos” “Agencia Subalterna

de Hacienda”

“Amon. Sub? de Hacienda

Contaduria - Sagua la Grande”

“Ferrocarril Militar - de la Trocha - Recaudacion”
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1894

2% C DE PESO

@ Used to Request a Death Certificate of Police Officer Oct. 6, 1894
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1896
(o UN C. and 5 C. DE PESO

Used on a Petition to Send Four Cows to the Slaughter
House Feb. 11, 1897

%fﬁf ﬁ P 4”7“4//" f

Z :‘ é/ /é . ,ﬂ//,,, .//\&/7‘2/ // /fﬂ// W .vf v) . 4
,zzém ()é az/.Z/ Ly Fwens Cldea %"WA /7/ //’ / &
f}/ . & '/!267—7/9 e ﬁ/ ﬁg/

. / y ]
i 7

&;’/L 73 /&’/' y;,//& & ///c.
ﬂ A7
/ //7

: o) v otz s




&

1896

5 C. DE PESO

Used on a Baptism -Parish- Certificate From the
_BOOKS OF SPANIARDS. High Rate and Uncommon
Document.

14, 1896

e f//ne,o /0({(:)1/22/4&/& ﬂ&&/ E
Je’{a’”/z/“’— y oy 0975 <Z; el W/“

C77 L //Jf/)/t &/ZJZ, ) L[’L/Z[M/‘WL l/‘J
(,1/01., L/)L e[ LLm[] 272/;~u, /u
g /
thua/uf?\ //Lmn ,"Q/KUJ
vl :




1896
5C. DE PESO
Used on 40 C. DE PESO Revenue Paper (1892 & 93)

&  as Additional Tax on an AUTOPSY CERTIFICATE OF (siaVE)
AN ASIAN MAN (from Canton) Who Died of '

Tuberculosis. A Very Elusive Document Apr. 28, 1896




1898

3 @ 20 CENTAVOS. Diagonal Half Used as 10 C.__UNCATALOGUED

Used on a Death Certificate Taken from the
i) Book of Burials of Whites June 8, 1899
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