CUBA: PRE-PHILATELIC MARKINGS

PR

| In 1756 the internal Cuban Postal System was reorganized and Jose Antonic de Armona was appointed
‘ag Postmagter. It was then that postal markingz with town namas were introduced, although the ™ 7
earliest known is from 1760. These types of hand stamps coms in a variety of shapes, sizek, and
colors since most were locally made. They were in use until the 1860's, but examples from the 18th
century are very rare. ; o ) : :

In 1842 Juan Baeza, the Spanish General Postmaster, introduced the circular date band stesps which
were to be used at the origin, transit, and arrival of all letters, in an attempt to control the time
taken for the delivery of mail. He also divided Spain and its Territories in 31 Postal Dependencies,
‘being Cuba and Puerto Rico mmber 30. Post offices began to use their new “BAEZA" hand stamp from
mid 1842 on according to their importance, since they were being sent from Spain. Some small towns

" did not receive their new hand stamp at all, and there is an overlap in the use of the “straight-
line" and date markings among them.

In 1855 stamps were first introduced in Cuba but their use was voluntary until 1857 when -strictly
speaking~ the "Pre-Philatelic Period" ends. In many cases, stamps were not available well into the
1860's, especially. for official mail which required special stamps, and pre-paid stampless covers are
frequently seen up to that period. Later, some towns used the old markings to cancel stamps but
those covers are very unusual. '

In 1765 the Spanish Government created the "Maritime Mails" which regularly traveled between the
Americas and Spain. Havana was usually the first port of call and a center for redistribution of
mail., Special markings 1like Islas de Barlovenmto, Espana, and Yndias, were created to indicated the
origin of the letters in order to properly charge the addressee, but their use was very irregular and
it is sometimes impossible to determine where they were applied. v

In 1803, because of the increasing danger to commercial -ships,: the Spanish Army took over the
carrying of mails, but the markings continued to be used until mid 18th cerftury.

- In 1827 "Empresa de Correos Maritimos", a Cuban private company, began to carry the mails to and
from Spain under contract with the government. . The "Eepresa" was granted official monopoly of almost
all the chiarges collected from the mails handled by the post-office to or from Cuba, under certain
conditions that were favorable to the Spanish.Government. The company used its own markings which
greatly changed, according to their needs and were in use until 1851 when they finally ceased opera-
tions after going bankrupt. Some of the markings were later reused by the post-office for incoming
‘mail but are not the subject of this exhibit. - :

We present a selection of the most representative markings divided in the following sections:
Toun YStraight-line” Markings Town "Baeza" Markings
Certified Hail Maritiee Mail Markings
"Represa de Correos Maritimos™ Markings.

HAVANA.

1765. NEW YORK to KINGSION via H
This is the second earliest rec
marking from Cuba.

The oldest (1760) is in the Cuban i
Museum.
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with framed "ALACRANES -j_n
black. 2nd Type of straight
Line marking used there.

// If/m




BEMBA

U

1842. CIMARRONES privately carried

to BEMBA the sent by mail to HAVANA.
This is the only staright line marking
used in that town. Very rare.

ALBARES

1844, ALBARES to HAVANA pre-paid.
This is the only straight line pre-
philatelic marking used there.

Very rare.
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1855. BAINOA to HAVANA.
This is the second type of
pre~philatelic marking used

there.

1848 BAHIA BONDA TO HAVANA pre-paid
with the only Type of straight
line marking in black used there.
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BEJUCAL
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1844 . BEJUCAL to HAVANA.
Only type of straight line
marking used there. Rare.

2 | BAYAMO.
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Only type of straight 1li:
marking used in Bayamo.
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1844.  CARDENAS to™ HAVANA.
This is the only Cuban pre-
philatelic semi-circular mar-
king and the second type of
marking from this town.

CEIBA DELAGUA

1859. CEIBA DEL AGUA to SAN ANIONIO.
Only straight line marking used there.

Franqued with 1/2 oz official stamp.

‘%///// o el
e mmmm |

54 WL &Gﬁ$




1A DY _ ——
CARTER Sus. CARTERIA DE
7\.\45" o ALACRANES.

This straight line handstamp was"
the last type used in that town.
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:0 MATANZAS. This is the only three-
-ine Cuban pre-philatelic marking.
‘ery few known.




COMPOSTIZO

1841. COMPOSTIZO to HAVANA.
Only type of straight line
marking used there.

1839, CONSOLACION to HAVANA.
Ony type of straight line
marking from this town.
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1819 SAKTIAGO DE CUBA TO CATALL
red “CUBA" which was the }
of straight line marking v
Also with straight line "I
BARLOVERTO" staemped in Spz

1836 SAKTIAGO DE CURA TO PUERTO PRIKC

CU with black "CUBA" which is the :
Ae Type of straight line marking v
there.

Only recorded example in black.




FRANTCO
CUBA

-

~4KTTAGO DE CUBA TO SAN SEBASTIAR .
irried by the "RMPRESA DE CORREDS
MARTTIMOS" with red straight line
"FRARCO DE CUBA". This marking was
probably only used by the "EMPRESA"

SANTIAGO DE CUBA TO BORDEAIX,
with oval "CUBA" which was the
3rd Type of straight-line mar-
king used. Carried by British
ship.
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to  HAVANA.
straight line

1854.

CIDRA
Only type of
marking used there. Very Rare.
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JUAMUTAS

JALMILLAS to HAVANA via GUAMUTAS.§
> of straight line marking from §
1.
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1843. GUANAJAY to HAVARA.
One of the two straight line
markings used there.
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1823.  GUANABACOA to PUERTO PRINCIPE. R )
Earliest known marking from this town G UA NA g
and the only known example recorded in mc OA .
red. ’
c.1830. GUANABACOA to HAVANA. GUANA- G UANA-
Only type of straight line . VAC(O.A . VACOA .

"rking used there.

U ANAL " o
" i . ‘ : G UANA-
FACOA FPACOA.




GUIN .
E S 1843 GUIKES TO HAVARA with black straight line “GUIRES"
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ﬁ o HOLGU IE@ 1830 BOLGUIF TO PUERTO PRIRCIPE with red straight line
f "BOLGUIR".  Only recorded example.
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MAVANA
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1796. HAVANA to SANTIAGO DE CURA.
Third type of stralght line marking
used in Havana.
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British ship

EAVARA TO LONDOX by

with black

bd

t line "HAVARA".
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ITABANA

1830 HAVARA TO LORDOH, with straight
line black "BABARA" 37 mm
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1831 HAVANA TO MATANZAS, with straight
line "HABARA" 35 ==
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HABANA

[

1837 BAVARA TO CHARLESTORK, Ha, with 3 e / :
black straight line "HABARA™ 34 mm by g ':f i / ’jj
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FTRANCO
e

1830 HAVAKA TO ITALY pre-paid with o¥
"HARARA FRARCO" via Spain and Fr

"
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HAVANA TO SANTIAGO, GALICIA, ESPARA, with
extremely rare oval "FRARCO DE OFICIO" in

blue.

1857
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1848 GUIRES TO HAVANA with the

circular earking
PEFERROCARRIL BABARA"

Very rare.

JARVEG.

1844 RTIO RLARCO DEL SUR TO HBAVARA
via JARUCO with black straight
line marking.
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MADRUGA

1841  LETTER FROM MADRUGA with black
straight line "MADRUGA". The
S Tk only type of straight line mar

I\EAI\TZ‘\.J\\7ILLO 1840 MARZARILLO TO PUERIO PRIKCIPE with .

N

straight line marking "MARZAKILIOY.
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MAR.

1844  MARTIEL
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MONTALVO

1857 MONTALVO TO MATANZAS, black,
cencelling 1/2 R stamp. Very
fev straignt line markings ia
carriers with stamps.

MORON.

1839 MOROK TO HAVARA in red st
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"KUEVA BERMEJA"

with double circle red
Unique, and the largest
Cuban Pre-Pnilatelic marking.

1844  RUEVA BERMEJA TO HAVARA
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1843  NUEVITAS TO GUARA in black,
by railroad, with straight
line "NUEVITAS" ..
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PIHAR DE RIO TO HAVARA
with red straight line
"pTRAL DEL RIO"




JRpE————

'/PU ERTA DJ:JL:L(‘ m

J,

1843 PUERTA DE LA GUIRA TO HAVANA
with double oval black straight
line "PUEETA DE LA GUIRA™
Only recorded example.

PALACIOS

"

1839 PALACIOS TO HAVARA
with black, straight
1ine "PALACIOS"
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REMEDIOS

1832 REMEDIOS TO HAVARA
YFRARCO™ in red.

TG e R N

1840 PUERTO PRIRCIPE TO HAVARA
in red with 2nd Type of
straight line marking uwsed
in Puerto Principe.
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SAGUA
LA GRANDE

SAGUA LA GRANDE TO HAVARA
with the Znd type of straight
line marking from this town.

Grande

SAGUA L4 -GRANKDE TO BAVARA
wvith the first type of
straight line marking froo
this town.
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S~ANTONIO .1839 SARARTOHIOTOBAVANAVithredstraightline"SnARlONIO"“——
: Extremely rare.

1839  SAK ANRTONIO TO BAVARA
with black-straight
line "'Sn ARTORIO"
Extremely rare.
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1832

SANCTI
SPIRITUS

SANTA MARIA
DEL ROSARIO

SARTA MARTA DEL ROSARIO TO HAVARA

cl759 S;MISPIPJTUSTDPUMOPRIRCUEuthredm:hng
This is the earliest recorded cover from this town.
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%.Fernando

1839 SAR FERNANDO TO HAVARA
black, very rare.
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1837 SAKTO DOMIRGO TO HAVARA
‘ black. Extremely rare.




1860

STERRA MOREEA TO HAVARA
¥Yranked with two 1/2 R
stanps. Very few straight
line markings on covers
with starps zre Imown.

S AN
CRISTOBAL

1843  SAN CRISTORAL TO HAVAKA, black.
Only\recorded cover.




SANTI,

1843  SARTIAGO DE LAS
with the omnly t3

line marking us

/ / -, e P . ~ - . ‘ ")‘1 ', 1,'17/("’ P I‘/—*‘ .
. // K ,4/1 P o R X :
o - // S L . /) !
-t ‘ - ” B} 5
= O ATV A S G '

4
N

Ve ."i i .
doo 7,/«' /*zrﬁ - /
- B L S ‘ .
(O IV 2 Fmren D

. e
Ao Foe e 2o — KD
_,_/'—7-”’.’

SEIBA ;z/zf/"' &m «ﬁ Sazs
MOCHA ; SHh . s _WWWWWWF

~o . p Q{r_ )
| 7 :'724/1 - <’ - 9’ et BT

‘ﬁg&& \

&y %k :
straight lins merking S22 %g&% i
used in that town.

Extremely rare. - &;‘ e

1839  SEIBA KOCHA TO MATARZAS
with the only type of
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ACLARA

VILLA4CLARA TO JARUCO, with the
marking "ACLARA" (broken hand
stamp from the previous mariting
"VILLACLARA™

TRINIDAD.

TRINIDAD TO BAVARA, with th.
first type of straight line
This is the earliest record:

cover .
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VILLA CLAIVA
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VILLA CLAJ

1841 VILLACLARA TO HAVARA,
mwarking in black. The ]
of straight lipe mari
this town.

VILLACIARA TO BAVARA in red.
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OVAL VILLACLARA FRANCO TO HAVARA
in black. The last type of "FRARCO"

841

V.CLARA
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\\______/

OV4L VILLACLARA FRAKC
2nd type of "FRARCO"
this town.
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~JAY TO HAVARA in red.




1846  JARTCO TO HAVARA in red.
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1855 JIBARA TO BOLGUIK
in green.
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1846  KARTEL TO HAVARA in red.
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1847 MADRUGA TO HAVANA i
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1847  LOS PALACIOS TO HAVARA in red. ;

1860 LAS POZAS TO GUANAJAY in blue
pre-paid with 1/2 oz official
stamp. Extremely rare.




1852  PUERTA DE LA GUIRA pre-pa
TO MADRID, in green.
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QUIVICAK TU HAVARA in yellow-red.
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1846 HAVANA TO REMEDI
red receiving ma
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SAKCTI ESPIRITU TO HAVARA in red.
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1846  SAFTIAGO DF LAS VEG/
TO HAVARA in red.




1852 Certified cover from MATAKZAS TO HAVANA pre-paid
with offlcxal "o" band stamps along the edges of
the cover. Very rare.
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3 1853 CARDERAS TO HOLGUIK with double
] straight line "BOLGUIN DE OFICIO"
in green.
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A b b a2 wvith 1 ounce oliiciz]l stamn.
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MARITIME MATL MARKINGS

R, o ISLAS DF

i /- B o 'AEY
DI R IPIY Tl e v ey
L ~ . t . o~ v—
7 e G, T H Z‘LP I SAYA DN
& o ; ~y ,,.,{‘ } Sy I Pl Nk s NN N
I
e "y N d v

76‘/ vl - L. 7 % S . i
Gt ey oe e bt oot ,
14 L= ®e o . ., y
” = - - Cee v . -
/ . : - 1841, SAE JULY, TUTTTTD RICS T
"o

E . .
RO . L vith arrivel marlking "I
T BAILOVIZTIY in red, frc

ISLAS DE
BARLOVENTO.

St JUAL, FUEDU AT L0 Bavald

with errival seriking "“ISLAS DE
.

BARLOVERTO" in BIUE, frcs Havana.
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1810 HAVARA TO VERACRUZ with black
WISLAS DE BARLOVERIO". These
markings could have been stamped
at origin, destination or transit,
bt were most likely applied by
the Havana Postal saministration.

1820%'s UNKNOWN ORIGIN TO CADIZ forwarded
in Havana, with black "ISIAS DE
BARLOVENTO"

1823 HAVARA TO GUATEMALA with black
"ISLAS DE BARLOVERTC".
13" yeceiving hand stamp from
Guatemals.
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1845  SPATK TO HAVARA with red "PERINSULAY applied in Havana
indicating its procedence.
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YNDIAS

1823 MEXICO TO HAVAKA with black
Il’mIAS", am ||3" mceiﬂ'ng
hand stamp from Havana.
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YNDIAS
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VERACRUZ TO MADRID via BAVARA
with black "YRDIAS" and "O"
from Bavanz, pre-paid, via
British Hail.
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1812 HAVARA 'TO VERACRUZ with red
"YRDIASY fros Havana.
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1865 LA GUATRA, VENEZUELA TO HAVARA via ST. THOMAS
with straight line black “IRDIAS™.
Taken to St. Thomas by private meil (St. Thomas-
La Guaira-Puerto Cabello) and then to Havans viz
British Mail. Hand stamp "3"in black, single rate
from Central and South America to Cuba.



JAMAYCA.

e

1839 KIRGSTON, JAMAICA TO HAVARA via SARTIAGO DE CUBA
with oval "JAMATCA" in black, from Santiago de Cuba.
Pre-paid by British Mail rom Kingston to Santiago
de Cuba and then via Spanish Hail to Havana.

There are only three recorded examples. This is the
cnly cover in black. The other two are at the Cuban
Postal Museum.
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March 31, 1803

Ship Registry of the Spanish Frigate "L& FAMA"
that left Rew Orleans towards Le Bavre, France.
This is the ear#dwst of the three recorded
examples of this marking. Kew Orleans was & pos-—
tal dependency of Bavana and this mariing could
Lrrn hesn  ectzred  either  at its omicdn or in
trensit in Bevenz. The "YRDIASY mariting was used
to indicate procedence from continental America.
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1851

MADRTD TO SANCTI ESPIRITU +via Havana with the very rare
transit marikinz "G" that was used early in 1851. The
significance of this marking is unclear, some attribute it
to the "Empresa de Correcs Maritimos", but it already hed

cezsed operations &t that time.



T "UBA with "NA" of the large
.icating "hortesmerica".

1836 NEW YORK TO HAVARA with the
circular marking "E" indica-
ting "EMPRESA" and "NA" of
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1832 SARTIAGO, GALICIA TO HAVARA
with circular "E" (Empresa)
and "S" (iminmown significance).
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LB 1830's U.S. TO HAVARA with circular

l!E'I’ "S“’ md 'YNA" (Kom -
America).
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‘ . vith circular "E™ and "NF® in-

: 1y ,.( A ’ dicating "korte buropa'.
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1832 BORDEAUX TO BAVARA with
"HE" (inverted K). B
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RORDEAIX TO HAVAHA
with circular "EHEE"

th c
red. Double weight letter.

Extremely rare in

KEW ORLEANS TO HAVARA
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lar YERA"

2
]
i
i
52
3

RN T T T R S RN ST S . L RS



sy iy i
-, S
. g r
e s ,/',/ /
L Edaitd -7
e e,
. -~ -t i
i
E

1842 KEW YORE TC BAVARA pre-paid by British #Mail
and Forwarding Agent in Rew York, with extre-
mely rare VERA" in vellow and crown circle
wpATD AT KEW YORI“.EBritish Kail from hew 10T-
to Havana was very umisual. Gf the four "PAID
AT KEW YORE" known covers,this is the only to

Havana.
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1842

!
MEXTCO TO HAVARA with |
circular "E YRDIAS" :
in black. E

"
MEYJCO TO HAVAMA with ¢
YE YKDIASY in vellow. T
the only recorded exar;.
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1843 NEW OHLEARS TO EAVA)
circular "EMPRESS ./
in blue. Tnde i= onc
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P inbabiadin,  FehAhZiD T ClRRro
vis Havane, with "EMPRESA L. LUiL
Only example recorded in pree:.
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1849 PARIS TO HAVARA via London
with marking "EMPRESA K.EUROPA"
in yellow..:"
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1851 SAKTAKDER TO HAVAKA with the ova
parking "EMPRES: ESPAEA" in yelle
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1848 TAMPICO TO HAVARA by British Mail pre-paid
with circular "EMPRESA IFDIAS™.
Only cover recorded in red.
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1842  BAVANA TO MADRID with the markings "HABARA FRARCC
and CORRED MARTTIKD Ko. 1" in red.
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1842 HAVAHA TO MADRID with the
markings "HABARA FRARCO"
and "CORRED MARITIMD Fo.2"
in red.
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1842 PUERTO PRIKCIPE TO MADRID via Bavenz with coval
"PUERTO PRIRCIPE FRARCO", "CORRED MARITIMO Ko.l"
in red. Extremely rare combination.



1840's CARARIAS TO HAVARA with straight line
MCARARTAS™ "and MCORREO MARITIKO Fo.l" in red.
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1842 HAVARA TO o
“CORRED MARTTIMO Ko.l1"
in blue.
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j's HAVARA TO GRARADA
Official cover with
disinfection slits
and red "A"(Abdhado).
Very umusual cover.
Official covers paid
hzlf rate.

1844

EOMAR
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HAVANA TO MADRID by VCORR)
MARITIMO Ko.1" in gree
Very rare color for thi:

narkingt




1848 MADRID TO HAVARA with
BOORRED MARTTINO Ko.2"
in extremely rare
yellow color.
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v MCORRED MARTTIMO Fo.2" in blue.
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1844

MADRID TO SARCTT ESPIRTIU vias Havana
with "CORRED MARTTIMO Ko.2" in blue.
This marking is very unugual for in-
corming enil. ‘
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18i7  FROS HAVANA TO KADRID with

nCORRED MARTTIMO Fo.3" in

extremely rare weliow color.
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1846 Kadrid to Kew Yort vie Lnvan:
by Correo Maritimo ko. 3, wil
blue "HABARAY straight line w

By epplied in troooic

1843  Bavana to Madrid by
Correo Haritimo Ko. 3
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%5 Mexico to Santander forwarded
in Havapa by I. Pzulina (MS) by
Correo Heritimo Ro. &

Short & variety.
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. .1850 Havana to Santander mth
Correo KMaritimo Ro. 5 .
(rarest of all C.M.)'
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W9  Fuebls to Cadiz via Bavana
by Correo Maritimo Ho. 7
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Szntiago de Cubz te Burdeos, France,
via Hevanz end Spein. Originally in-
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1846 Havana to Madrid, Spain with marking C (Correo Maritimo),
without mmber. Extrewmely rare.
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849  Rew York to Cadiz via Bavana with
circulzr- VEFPTESE E PMETTOIN onl
very rare "HLBARA" streignt line
in yellow applied in tramsit by the
"EMPRESA"™.
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1842  Veracruz, Hexico to Cadiz, Spain via Bavana
by British mail prepaid from Veracrur to Havanz, with the

Ty

"HABARA" stramight line in red zoplied by the DHFRLESAM.
g axye 3

Only example recorded in red.




1845

La(kxéixa, Venezuela to Tenerife, Canary Islands via Havana
with the straight line "IRDIAS" applied by the "EMPRESA" .
Only example recorded in yellow.






