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Before Cuba became a member of the UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION in 1877, delivery of
maritime mail was dependent on the availability of ships belonging the majority to foreign
powers. Gradually, the services provided by these foreign vessels became organized under
government sponsored companies which provided regular schedules and routes far superior to
those of the Spanish Government. Eventually, the volume of mail carried by foreign ships
to foreign countries surpassed that of the Spanish, due to better -and more convenient
service. :

In 1842 with the arrival of the British Steamer "Thames®™ to Havana, the
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company which was already operating in the Caribbean, opened
consular post-offices in Havana and Santiago de Cuba which lasted for 35 years. All
letters carried by R.M.S.P.Co. to countries not in the British Empire has to be pre-paid,
and from 1865 the use of British stamps was allowed.

In 1862 along with their military intervention in Mexico, France opened a Postal

 Agency in Santiago de Cuba. In 1865 the ®Cie. Trasatlantique Francaise® reorganized its

lines in the Americas and included two consular post-offices in Cuba: Havana (line B) and
Santiago (line D). The prepayment requirements were similar to the British, and French
stamps were used from the very origins of the company. Both consular post offices closed
in 1877 but their shipping services continued for many years.

_ Mail with the United States of America intensified in the mid 18th century and by the
late 1840's regular lines carried mail between Cuba and the Eastern States. The volume of
the mails was so great that special markings were used in the busiest ports receiving Cuban
correspondence since postal rates were different from other places. There were no official
U.S. consular post- offices but their gonsuls handled and forwarded a great deal of
Jetters. Other ship lines carried mail between Cuba, the -Caribbean and South America
giving rise to interesting combination covers.

Incoming Mail “was paid by the addressee, and hand stamps to identify the origins of
foreign letters were in use from the late - 1810's to 1877. A tremendous diversity of
markings is observed throughout that period. } ,

Internal Mail was controlled by the Spanish Government and was relatively efficient
and for the most part by land. A small volume of correspondence was transported by
coastal steamers that completely circled the island with regular schedules and relative
speed.

Forwarding Agents flourished in Cuba and were the 1ink between internal mail and
foreign correspondence as well as for foreign ports due to the immense volume of letters
that went via Havana.

Stamps were sold in Cuba for the first time on April 24, 1855 and from then its use
became generalized. Eventually, the city of Havana required a local mail service which was
satisfied with the use of stamps overprinted Y 1/4 (for Ynterior mail/ 1/4 real). Covers
franked with these stamps are scarce. '

We show a selection of covers arranged in the following sections:

British Postal Agencies . French Postal Agenqies
Incoming Mail Mail to the United States
Coastal Mail . Forwarding Agents

Havana Local Mail ' First Day Cover



February 14, 1842

Fi_rstDayoftheBritish
Carried by the
ctoamer "THAMES™. Only 2 covers recorded.

Havana to London.
Postal Agencies in Cuba.
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April 12, 1842 Havana to London with Type I "cds" in blue.
Blue ink was only used during the first few
months of the operation of the EBritish Postal
Agency in Bavana.
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1842 Havana to London w.
Spanish straight-1:
"HABANA™ and black
Yieds" Type I.

1842 Havana to Loodon v
red Spanish %cds”
PHABARAY and black
“eds" Type I.




1845 Havana to Paris with red boxed
“COLORIES &RC. ART. 12" and

Type I "cds"
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1854

Havana to Bardeaux, Franc
red boxed "COLONIES &EC. ,
and Type I "eds"

Havana to Paris with red |}
"COLONIES &KC. ART. 13" a
Type II 'cds"
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1850 Havana to London by Steamer "GREAT WESTERN"
and Type II "cds" on fromt.
Circular Date Stamps were only supposed to
be stamped on the reverse of covers. Here ve
observe a very unusual exception because "paid”
band stamps were the only ones to be used an
fronts.
The Steamer "GREAT WESTERR" entered the West
Indies route in 1847.




1851

1854

5 e e,
Loy e d e et s
’Q':?\EJ;W-:V.'A‘/)_'"‘L'» .

R et

N
4 ~
S el T
LR v S G Pt
L A G i npiay d e S

idiac]

N s > b

O R AL T o a0 ey
SO e L e
8 TR, P 10, B W I




1856 Havana to France with red boxed
NGCOLORTES ART-18" and Type I
ncds", Single aud double weight
letters.
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1857

- 1863
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Remedios, Cuba to France viza
and England with Type IT “co
Double weight letter franked
1/2 R Cuban stamp for the Ree
Havana portion. The black-L
GB//1 F 60 ¢ was used after
second Franco-British Postal .
tion.

Havana to France with ‘"eds" '
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1857 BHavana to France
Type III A "cds®

Havana to France
Type IIT B "cds”

1858

1863 Havana to France
Type III C "cds™



1868 Havana to France
Type IV "cds"
-missing A- variety.

A
HAVANA

1866 Havana to France
~Type IV 'ecds"
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Barcelona to Guatemala via Havana
with Type I “PATD AT HAVANA" crown
circle.

1847  Bavana to Lima single weipht letter
with Type I "PAID AT HAVARA" crowr
circle.




1849

Havana to Kew York with

Type II "PAID AT HAVANA"
crown circle and red circle
5N receiving marking vhich
was usually stamped on top

of the crown circle.

1847

Bavana to Veracrur vith
Type 1 "PAID AT HAVARA"
crown circle.

Quadruple weight letter




PR RO PRy -

Havana to Hexico via Jamaica
with Type II "PAYD AT HAVARA"
crown circle.

1851

1849 Havana to Durango, Merico,
with type I1 "PAID AT BAVA-
RA" crown circle.




1849 France to Havana via England with Type IT
YPATD AT HAVARA"™ crown circle and circular
yellow "EMPRESA K. EUROPA"™ marking.
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1855 Havana to Veracruz, Kexico,
with Type IIT ™PAID AT HAVARA"
crowm circle.

L .’?"an-‘r :
0

1854 Havana to Tabasco, Mexico,
with Type ITI "PAID AT
BAVAEA" crown circle.

¥ et




1859 . Cadiz to Veracruz via Havana, franked with two
2 R Spanish stamps to Cuba and then, via British
Mail, with Type ITI "PATD AT HAVARA" crown circle.
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1863 KNew York pre-paid to Tampico, Mexico, forwarded
by the U.S. Consul in Havana with the Type ITI
"PATD AT HAVARA" crown circle.
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1862 Bavana to Veracruz with Type ITT "cds" and two 1/2 R

Cuban stamps. The cover apparently was meant to be sent
in a Spanish vessel- but finally was carried by the
British Mails. Very rare combination.
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1860 Havana to Valparaiso, Chile, -
with Type IIT 'PAID AT BAVAR-:
circle. Double weight letter.
destination.
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1862 EHavana to Santander via London
with Type III “"PAID AT HAVANA"
crown circle. British Mail to
Spain was seldom used for Cuba.
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1868

Giir— " loprect o

P\ g

1867

Havana to Tawpico franked with
Plate 7 stamp Wit "HAVIRA TAT
horizontal C58 hand stamps. K

receiving marbings i fraont.

Havana to Tampico franked with GB 1d.
and 3d. "HAVARA PAID" and horizontal
€58 band stamps and Mexican local tax
markings on’ front.




1870

Havana to Santa Marta, Colombia with "HAVARA PATD"
and horizontal C58 hand stamps. Franked with GB 4d.
Plate 13 and Colombia 10c local tax stamp.

Unique combination.
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- J8/0  Havana to Veracruz single-rate
i "HAVARA PATD' and horizoutal C5§

slamps. kFranted with one GB &4d. si

avana to Veracruz double weight with
JAVANA PATD" and horizontal €58 hand
amps. Franked with two GB 4d. stamps.
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1870

Havana to Veracruz cuad
wilh THAVARA PALDY  and
C58 band stamps. Franked
and 1sh. stamps.

1876 Havana to Veracruz with red "HAVANA PATD"
hand stamp. Only two examples of this mar-
king in red recorded.




Drvirmete Voraoran with Sl

"Vertical C58 and Type IV ;',ds'
Single rate.
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1871 Havana to Mexico with duplex
"ertical C58 and Type IV cds"
Double rate.




1870

New York to Tampico via Hav
with GB 4d. stamp canceled w
duplex CS58.

-873  Havana to Lima, Peru. Franked with
three GB 4d. stamps canceled with

duplex C38. Single rate to South
America.




vith t

Franked
stamps cancelled with dupl

Triple weight cover.

s Hdavana to Veracruz
GB 6d.
C58.

1870

ps—

——

Thomas .
Single weight letter.

Havana to St.

1877



1643 Sanliapo de (nba to Borae
with Type I ‘“eds" and bo.
red “PACKET LETTER!
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o ' % . 1843  Santiago de Cuba to Borde
i T L

with Type I "cds" and bo
red “COLONIES &EC. ART.1
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TR47 Santiapge de (uba to Bored

withh Type 4 "eas” ang e

red “COLONIES &EC. ART.]

1843

with Type I "cds" and boxed
red "COLONIES ART-18"
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1870

Santmgo de Cuba to London
with Type IT  "cds"
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1867  Santiago de Cuba to Bo:
with l‘ype II "eds®
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1846  Santiago de Cuba to St. Thomas pre-paid with
red crown circle YPATD AT ST.JAGO DE CUBA™
Very rare. Only four covers recorded.




Santiago de Cuba to Kantes, France with red
circular "ST JAGO DE CUBA PATD"Y.
Very few covers recorded without stamps.

1867
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, red circular "'ST JAGO DE CUBA
i
J Franked with one GB 6d. and

E stamps cancelled with Vertical

59 Santiago de Cuba to England. Franked
with one GB 2 Sh. stamp cancelled
with vertical C88.
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vertical CB88.

Santjago de Cuba to Bordeaux
Franked with two GB 1 Sh.

1869

vertical CB8.

stamps cancel led with
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1865 Havana to Paris with octagonal "LA HAVARE"
in blue. Only recorded example in this
color. The 8 decimes single weight rate to
France was effective from June '62 to Decem-
ber '65. o
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ana to Veracruz, double rate: 1F 20c |

1867

Havana to Paris with "LA BAVANI
consular marking and "HAVANE" °
FE. b Ko 1", Tne 10 decisac 7.
was eifective from Januar ‘6

fune Y7}
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1875 Havana to France with consula
and octagonal pagquetboat mar-
kings. Single weignt.

1875 ‘Bavans to France with consular
and "LA BAVARE" octagonal mar-
kings. Double weight.
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hand stamp. Single welgl

1875 Havana to Paris with consular
kand stzmp. Double weight.




1874

Havana to Veracruz. Single weight letter franked
with two 30 ¢ French stamps and a 25 ¢ Cuban stamp,
cancelled by the “anchor and dots" and L4 HAVANE"
octagonal marking which'was not supposed to be used
for cancelling stamps until 1876.

Extremely rare cover.
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1872 Havana to Veracruz, Double
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1872 EHavana to London. Franked with 80c stamp
(single rate), and with the very rare
octagonal "HAVANE PAQ.FR.B KO.1" in red.
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Havana to Mexico. Franked

vith three 1 Fr stamps

cancelled by octagonal
V4 HAVARE".
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1872 Havana to Veracruz (fragment) with 40 c
imperforate stamp cancelled by "anchor and dots"
Endorsed "par Fioride"
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1871  Santiago de Cuba to Paris
with octagonal "SARTIAGO
DE CUBA PAQ.FR D NO.1" in
red. Only example recorded

{ in this color.
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"SARTIAGO DE CUBA PAQ.FR. D Ko.3"

Santiago de Cuba to

376
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1868

1872

Santiago de Cuba to London
with consular and pagquet boat
markings plus very rare French
accountancy mark FR/2 F 16c¢c in
a pentagon.

Sentiago de Cuba to London
with consular, paquetboat,
and route markings, plus
French accountancy mark:
¥R/ 2F 20c in oval.
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1871 - Santiago de Cuba to London with consular and
pagquetboat markings of Santizgo de Cuba plus
St. Thomas paguetboat hand stamp. The cover
was transferred from line D to line B at St.
Thomas. Very rare.
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1875

Santjago de Cuba to Marseille
Single rate franked with two
30c and one 40c stamps.
boxed FD on front.

Red

77 1//%24&

Santiago de Cuba to Bordeax
Sinple rate franted vith ROc
stamp. boxed PD (prior to des

natlon) on

1868
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el 1866 SANTIAGO DE CUBA TO BORDEAUX
vit Franked with two 80c stamps
Iné Double rate, boxed P.P. on

3 1 front.
i
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Santiago de Cuba to Paris
Franked with 1Fr stamp can-
¢elled with octagonal con-
sular band stamp which was
used to cancel stamps since
May 1876.

1866

Santiago de Cuba to Par
Franked vith tweo A0~ -

and red circular "CORY
HEZIQUET applicd for o

ry mail.

Very rare cover from (
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1858 New York to Havana
with reception "HA"
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black, large type.




Ll S

1ehe Pliiladelphisa Lo bantiapo de Gt
Vié hew YOry end Havans . Sarries
N L A . 5 L L P e . -
N L o il , private company wuere il was pus
. (A O : - .
e Y miSe sy gy e S v o in the U.S. Mail.
Ny ¥ '-"\"!“!/I AN i : .
o N R SN .
y - oy vy

V.

1850's Rew York to Havana
Dxible weight with
oval "HA"
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X 1860 Phidadelplng to santiage o
‘ vis Havena with blue oval
£ from Aavana. Doghie o dedyr )
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U.S. to Tampico forwarded
by the U.S. Consul in Bavana
with black oval "HA" (Norte-
america).Double weight letter.

1

i ‘%ﬁ A« -f;‘l,“ < 4 L
}(u,\/ st Lot & /7 o
s . ' / '
%L{/ /{ '_// Sl ST~ /'('4’7/&64&‘7‘_———.

7

A
S
/’/ 0 ad o =z

K

-

(7




L REASETEED

59

Rew Haven to Havana with
black oval "RA1", small type.
Franked with three 3c and one
le U.S. stamps.
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Llack ovai "mAlY, small Uy




1859  New York to Havana with black

oval TRATY antermeals

Lypre:.

e .

1859

Kew York to Havana with black
‘oval "NA1" intermediate type,
franked with four U.S. stamps.
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1868 Boston to Havana with
oval "NA1", large typ




1867

Mobile, Alabama to Havana
with black oval "NA1Y,large
type, franked with one U.S.
10c stamp.

4 g Toi ‘ A
o o ] . L S TV .
o ] . o ot T S —

" , - e AL, < S

QLY T Y

-
:'{vf»» e N7 =l
w0
% o :

vt e O - SR R S R

170

U.8. to Tempico, forwarded by the
U.S. Consul in Bavana with black oval

"HAI", large type, franked with one
U.S8. 10c stamp.

coaten fherang s e i A il

Ll

1870  Philadelphia to Santiago de Cuba
via Havana with black oval "RA1",
large type, franked with ope U.gS.
10c stamp.
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1874 St. John, Mew Brimswick, Cana.

Tersezie o
Hovane,

y wabin Llack oval Vhelt
type, franked with two 2c Cane

4 rreveege
crammr,

Curagao to Havana via St. Thomas
byFrenchHailfrankedwiththBOc
stamps and with black oval "RA1"Y,




... 1860 England to Havana with
black framed "NEV

s

1868 England to Havana with
tlue framed "RE"




1865 Paris to Havana with black boxed
"NEZ" franked with one 80c Frencth
stamp.

37  Italy to Havana with blue
boxed "NE2Y franked with
two italian stamps.
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1875 Belgium to Havana with
black framed "KE/ 2Rs.”

A

1876 Paris to Bavana with
black framed "WE/ 2Rs.™

1877 England to Havana with |
black framed "NE/ 2Rs." !
: |




MAIL TO THE UNITED:  STATES
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1859 Bavana to Paris via Savannah, Georgia, with
straight line “HAVARA".
Very few examples recorded.
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1854 Havana to Cleveland via Charleston with blue
straight line "HAVANA" which was used for mal-
tiple weight letter.

Only example recorded in blue.



1R69 Havana to Paris via Ba
with black circle 'FROM
applied in transit* at b
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371 Havana to Paris via Baltimore . w/ ) , o v 7 -.\ Ay,
with black circle "FROM HAVANA" e SR 22 B
and two different French accoun-

tancy markings. Very rare cover.
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1846 Havana to Boston via New York with unique
"PAID DEC 12 1846 / HAVANA SHIP", probably
applied on the ship that carried the letter.
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' 1866 Santiago de Cuba to New York by Steamer "FAHREEY
Original s\_amp was removed since mail to the U.S.
need not be pre-paid. (U.S. Steamships only)



1864

Havana to Anderson Court House, South Carolina
by "Flag of Truce" to Richmond, Virginia where
it entered the mail and was examined (upper left
corner).

Cuba-Confederate States Mail during the U.S. Civil
War is extremely rare.
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1847

1862 Havana to Quebec via New York

Double weight rate to Canada
(30 cent rate).

Havana vo Monmtreal via Chasieos

pre-paid with U.L. stamps.
rate to Canada (via U.S.).

Viery rare

14
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1874 Havana to Barcelona via New York pre-paid with
four 25c¢ Cuban stamps, six 10c and one 2c¢c U.S.
stamps, cancelled with circular black "N. YORK
STEAMSHTP". Stamps were affixed in Cuba.

Very few covers with this combination recorded.



1872  Matanzas to Buenos Aires, Argentina by the "United
States and Brazil Steamship Company™ via St. Thomas
and Montevideo, Uruguay. Mixed franking from GB and
U.s.

Very few covers traveled this route.




1866

COASTAL MAIL

L ABLEEGT
L VA

.

Matanzas to Havana by Coastal Mail (Horth)
with the very rare label YESPRESO DE 1LOS
VAPORES". Very few known.
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wilh oval' plack band sisip
"VAPOR DE LA HABARA" and
10c Cuban stamp.

1872

Santiago de Cuba to Manz
by Coastal Mail (Sout
with oval black band sta
and 25c Cuban stamp.
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1846

Mexico to St. Thomas via Havana and Santiago

de Cuba with double manuscript forwarding agents
in Havana: "A. BASTIAN" and "CASA MAJOR & Co.".
This letter was placed in the Spanish HMail in
Santiago de Cuba.

New Orleans to Cadiz via Havana

- with mamscript forwarding agen:

"ACEVAL PINERO Y CIAM. Arrived
from Cuba to Spain by regular
Spanish mail with black straigh
line "“HABARA" marking.



1865 Matanras to Bremen via Bavana
and Rew York forwarded by
"GUST.MEYER, HABANA"

1854  Cardenas to Paris via Bavana
and New York forwarded bg
'"FESSER Y CO" AND "'GOODEYE & CO'

862 Manzanillo to Hew York
via Havana forwarded by
"ED.DOIZE Y CIA"




1854  Campeche, Mexico ‘to New York
NSANTOS VILLAVERDE" -
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065 peche to New York via '
forwarded by "SAKIUS HavanE.a ’
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1868 England to Merida via ’
forwarded by "'SANTOS Havanam




1856 Cardenas te Maine via lin

forwarded by "“STOREY, SPAU
A m"
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Irinidad to Lyon via Havana
and Charleston, forwarded by
"FRITZE TRAUB Y CO" and by
VBUSIKG,STAHMER & CO*
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lovu savals, lnierior mall, Irankea wilh a Y 1/4

Cuban stamp and rare straight line marking
""CORRED INTERIOR".
Very few cevers recorded.

1857

Bordeaux to Havana franked with a Y 1/4 Cuban stamp
for local mail.

Very few foreign covers with this stamp.



FIRST DAY COVER

April 24, 1855

Havana to Seville by Steamer "CONDE DE REGLA"
One of the five known First Day Covers of the
First Cuban stamp.

This is also the only known cover with multiple
stamps.






