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1951 - Clara Louise Maass, 2¢
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One of the nation's most courageous nurses, Clara Louise Maass lost her life
during scientific studies to determine the cause of yellow fever. A graduate of
Newark German Hospital Training School for Nurses, she worked as an Army
nurse in Florida, Cuba, and the Philippines during the Spanish-American War.
In 1900, Maass returned to Cuba at the request of Maj. William Gorgas, chief
sanitation officer. There she became embroiled in a controversy over the
cause of yellow fever. To determine whether the tropical fever was caused by
city filth or the bite of a mosquito, seven volunteers, including Maass, were
bitten by the mosquitoes. Two men died, but she survived. Several months
later she again volunteered to be bitten, this time suffering severe pain and
fever. Maass died of yellow fever at the age of 25.
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