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PRESIDENTIAL DECREE No. 2330 oF SEPTEMBER 1ST, 1939
AUTHORIZED CHANGING THE COLOR AND SURCHARGE OF 200,000 10¢
DOMESTIC AIR MAIL STAMPS, AS REQUESTED BY THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

/
/0

We do not pretend of course, to
have invented the process which
|goes back to the limits of prehis-
tory, which as a principle we owe
to Newton in his third law for meo-
tion of bodies,

Neither was it practiced original-
ly by us as a system of postal
iransportation which was ecarried
lout for the first fime in Austria in
1931 based on the correspondence
of scientists Franz Von Moefft and
Hermann Oberth concerning the
‘nossibilities of fransporting letters
at speeds above (he 600 miles in-
dicated as the limit of speed of pro-
i_p_eller - driven airplanes.

"'Not taking into account some
suggestions and even attempis to
transport messages by rocket car-
ried oul during the last century,
we can fix as an example and
point of departure for present dem-
onsirations the work earried on
since 1928 by Dr. Frederich

Schmiedel of Craz, Austria.

He actually went so far as fo
plan and even propose a regular
mail route in the Ausirian Alps
for rapid postal communication of
iwo towns separafed by a moun-
tain range nearly 10,000 feet high
‘which although just over a mile
apart by air required eight hours
on the road for land communica-
tion. For this purpose he earried

nout his first trial on February 2,

An October | _.s9 first day cover of the world’s first rocket stamp
as described by the author. It was addressed fo him at the time,
and duplicates were sold generally at a whopping 60c each following

Backroun A :nd ._D-ebelopmeﬁt |
Of The Cubci . Postal Rocket
|Experimeit Of October 1939

. A
7. ks S el Pr. ﬁymufﬁ. Terry,'(af&- /2 -1966

‘The day is not far distant when after depositing our letter in a
special mailbox and hearing a little while later an infernal noise, we
will know that our message has arrived at its destination in Europf.
This would be perfectly possible this very moment, since the remotely |, ; ¢ :
|conirolled projectiles can cross the Atlantic in less 30 minutes. It meg!ﬂ: u:f Ogctfi!;uﬂx‘(sitéoﬂ:;’d;”;igg,
would only be necessary to add a packet of letters to it in ordd -

obtain this result in the postal system. T

‘These demonsirations might at present astonish many people, but
this was cxactly what The Philatelic Club of Cuba foresaw and com-
memoraied in advance 27 years ago. '~_1§%

| that mailing officially which desire | ToC :
|became possible with the cooper. m upon London many rock-
|tion of understanding officials, , _

As a first step, it was agreed by |coasts of Belgium and Holland —

CUBA
Postar RocKET EXPERIMENT
OctoBER. 1939

f

Here there arose the plan to do

sidential Decree No. 2330 dated

ptember 1, 1939 to surcharge|and even correspondence from

200,000 stamps of the domestic air-
mail 10¢ (Scott No. C13) with a col-
or change to emerald green. :
At the same time the construe-
tion of the rocket proceeded in
charge of a well - known pyro-
technician who to the best of his
knowledge and understanding did
all he could within the limits of
the resources at his disposal.
When the rocket was ﬁm@,
three preliminary trials were car-

1931 sending 102 letters. This was
followed by other trials with great-
er or less success.

Finding it impossible to obtain
official support for this enterprise
he proposed to continue in his cost-
ly experiments by making use of
new models of seven - pound rock-
ets in which he sent in each case
some 150 to 200 covers franked wil
a series of stamps and very showy
private labels which were sold for
this purpose, and by means of
which he underwrote a portion of
the cost of said trials.

In later years these mailings
were carried out almost exclusive-

|| were completely successful). They

contained respectively 60, 21, and
15 covers franked with stamps and
private labels which today consti-
tute great rarities,

The official launching took place

,,)%x&significiance of a symbolic =ot,
that trial mailing which we might
call futuristic was considered
la failure as was even that of the
rockets, but years later there

great size coming from the
some  with propaganda maierial

English prisoners in Germany.

These gigantic vehicles were the
model when peace came for the
rapid succession of great rockets
like Viking, Aflas, Mereury, Her-
mes, and Jupiter, whose great ca-
pacity made -people think of the
possibility of establishing space
communications — and thus made
a reality one of the greatest and
oldest dreams of humanity.

A little while later, there was
established a race or competition
for control of routes of space and
the utilization of the ahove
tioned apparatus for the purposes
of attack and defense. (

Naturally, and as was to be pre=
sumed, this great extra - terrestial
competition was not long in being

on the morning of Sunday, October reflected in the numerous issues
15 at the shooting range of the starting with the IGY of 1957 - 1958,
Sports Casino with the symbolic and today it constitutes an exten-
transportation of 2581 covers sive and popular topical collection
franked with the referred to special |called “space” which has at its
stamp. That first trial did not re-|disposal several hundred very ar-
sult in suceess. tistic examples, and more than
Already it was called “experi-|six specialized catalogs.
ment” in the very surcharge of the| This area of philately has been
new stamp which was added with | considered by many, and with good
foresight and  “ the same pessi- reason, an additional continuation

mism as ir of the first of- of the first postal rockets, because
ficial ai- (Experimen- in principle it is a matter of the
to Post. ~ lialy for same means of transportation. This
the Rome h demand had its origin in our

For the 1. ‘hgse of the Postal Rocket Ex-

Iy for financial gain by unserupu-
lous promoters in Germany, Eng*~
land, India, France, Holland, Bel-
gium, and in some cases the Unit-
ed States, which commercialism
soon did away with the great popu-
larity and enthusiasm which had
existed among philatelists for &qj
new aerophilatelic material. =

Such was the situation when
Fred Kessler edited the first spe-
cial catalog (1935) and in our Phil-
atelic Club it was a question of
carrying out that dispatch in a
different form or manner and free
of any idea of profit, since we bhe-
lieved that the possibilities of pri-
vate mailings and the patience of
the ever - fleeced collectors reach-
ed . their limit.

periment, the first official issue
for this purpose, which was orig-
~ally sold just 27 years ago for

a\e;e 10c. Today it is difticult

-otain one for less than $40-50,
ad it is still increasing in value
and_ demand. &
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WRAPPERS WITH SPECIAL CACHET AND
FIrST DAY CIRCULAR DATED STAMP

CUuBA

Postar Rp_cy@sfr EXPERIMENT
OcroszR. 1577, 1939

Tmis 18 THE FIRST ROCKET STAMP OFFICIALLY CATALOGUED IN THE WORLD
200,000 STAMPS WERE PRINTED

FirsT DAY COVER
OcTOBER 15TH, 1939
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SIGNED BY: Dr. TomAS TEERY
AND RICHARD MILIAN

PROMOTERS OF THIS EXPERIMENT
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1957

AEROGRAM WITH A ROCKET DESIGN

VIA AEREA
AEROGRA MME
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.
LAUNCHING OF A ROCKET FROM A JET AIRPLANE
FEBRUARY 25TH, 1956

EXPERIMENTO LANZAMIENTO COHETE DESDE AVION A CHORRO
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