<SPO09309>* Spooner, Rabert B.

Cuban Air Mail Service 1914-35, 39

Ambler, Pa.: The author; philatelic exhibit presented at the BALPEX 93 Philatelic Exhibition held
September 4-6, 1993 in Hunt Valley, Maryland; 128 unnumbered pages (8 frames of 16 pages each). The
reference is to a photocopy of the exhibit, courtesy of Mr. Spooner. The collection was awarded a silver
medal at the exhibition.

Quoting from the introductory page of the exhibit: “The collection uses mostly flown covers to portray
developments during 1914-1935, when pioneers, international airlines, and Cuba’s national airline
attempted and then inaugurated air mail service to most of Cuba. It also focuses on two special projects,
supported byt eh Cuban post office in 1935 and 1939, to fly mail by gliders and postal rockets.” The
exhibit consisted of two frames covering the National air mail service within Cuba, two frames each
covering the International air mail service to and from Cuba, and two frames on the glider and rocket
service special projects.



CUBAN AIR MAIL SERVICE
1914-35, ’39

By its pioneer attempts and early scheduled air mail service, Cuba
became the gateway to Latin America. Iinternational flights from
Key West and Miami found airfields ready and the gate open, by the
Machado/Trippe agreement, which gave Pan Am landing rights in Cuba.
Although Cuba dreamed of a national airline; it took many years.

The collection uses mostly flown covers to portray developments
during 1914-1935, when pioneers, international airlines, and Cuba's
national airline attempted and then inaugurated air mail service to
most of Cuba. It also focuses on two special projects, supported
by the Cuban post office in 1935 and 1939, to fly mail by gliders
and Postal rockets. ‘

.PLAN OF THE COLLECTION

National air mail service within Cuba: (frames 1 and 2) Following
Pioneer efforts and Lindbergh's Car ibbean tour, activity began on
the country's wish for a national and internationa air mail
service. A Pan Am survey found that the time was not yet right.
Finally, after more than two years , Cuba's dream started to take
shape, but with another contractor. Under their direction, several
internal routes developed.

International air mail service to Cuba: (frames 3 and 4) Starting
Wwith crossings from Key West to Havana by Aeromarine West Indies
Airways, a number of air mail carriers (WIAE, Pan Am, NYRBA,
Mexican CTAMC, Carib. Air., and the German DO X and Graf Zep.) had
vied for the rights to provide air mail services to Cuba. Specizal
impetus for these later services came from Lindbergh's Caribbean
goodwill tour, which surveyed the entire area for airline routes.
However, by the end of the period, Pan Am dominated the picture.

International air mail service from Cuba: (frames 5 and 6)
Although the national route continued to grow for several years,
its economic strength did not permit extension to international
routes. Foreigh carrier international service to other than Miami
or WIAE destinations waited while Cuban officials bargained over
more favorable contract terms without results. Dispatches to Pan
Am and U.S. routes required first, flight to Miami via FAM 4 with
Cuban franking, then application of U.S. stamps for the ongoing
dispatch. When the national route lost momentum, Cuba worked out
a contract with Pan Am to dispatch to all destinations.

Special projects: glider and rocket service: (frames 7 and 8) The
two projects aimed at new approaches to transporting mail that the
Cuban post office considered worthy of study and testing for use by
their postal system, if successful. Although they never developed
into working systems, they brought much attention to the efforts of
-the Cuban postal system. '
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Jaime Gonzalez Pioneer Flight

After repairing the plane, Gonzalez agreed to a new flight date,
the XI1 anniversary of Cuban independence. This time he completed
the flight nonstop as required for a prize from the Cuban Congress.
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Announcement for Gonzalez commemorative stamps issued on the 35th
anniversary of his death trying to establish a southern air route.



Survey flignts for National  Route

Pilots: C. B. Collyer and Grant Mason
Conrtractor: Pan American Airways
Route: Havana to Santiago de Cuba
(stops, Santa Clara and Camaguey)
Rate 5 cents per ounce \

s R ol S » - - - - -
rimer Vuelc Experimental
cbans-Szntisgo de Cuba
Filctn: Grent Nason Jre
y C.B., COlleyer.

Santiago de Cuba '
| ORIENTE - ~

fas=acund cover has special purple cachet and 5 cent Lindbergh air mail stamo.
Havana postmark shows dispatch at 9 AM; backstamped Santiago de Cuba, 5:30 PM.



Survey flilights for National Route

-

PRIMZ. CORRz0 aggzp
SANTIAGO DE Cupy 10 HAVANA |

A B.L.Rowe |
Manza:a de Gomez, 343

Havana, Cubsa.

BARRANED BT £OUS
P

Basi] Rowe return cover the next day with boxed cachet, a first Cuban air mail
stamp, and special Santiago de Cuba postmark. It has Havana backstamp 3:30 PM.
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Ancther return cover received this oval cachet with star.
Final result of survey: decision to wait two years before activating service.
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lnauguration of Route No. 1

Pilot: A.L. Mc Cullough
Copilot: Rene de Ayala
Contractor: Compania Nacional Cubana de

Aviacion Curtiss (CNCAC)
Aircraft: Ford Trimotor from Curtiss-Wright Flying Service
Freguency of service: Daily, except Sundays

A special 10 Centavo air mail stamp was issued for the flight by overprinting
25th anniversary stamps. They provided franking for up to 1 oz weight. The
eastbound fiight covers were, thus, first day covers and first flight covers.
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CNCAC return address identifies cover sent to President of airline via Holguin.



Inauguration of Route No. 1

Santa Clara, first stop on the route, used a black cachet and 7:00 AM postmark.

John G. Kunz

Miranda, Oriente
Cuba

Primer Vuelo

ADMON. CORREOS SANTA CLARA

T, Jom G. Kunz
1ista de Correos
Holguin

orienge

FSERVICIO AEREQ NACIONAL
PRIMER VUELO

‘,“'"—""-'-’J;.

This regular air mai? cover received its 1:30 PM backstamp on reaching Hoiguin.
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John G. Kunz %L

Miranda, Orlente
Cuba
Primer Vuelo’ .
santa glere - santisago
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Registered cover via Sant1ago rece1ved same cachet no backstanns unt11 Miranca.



Inauguration of Route No. 1

Moron covers on eastbound flight were postmarked 9:30 AM, black cachet on back.

John G. Kunz

Miranda, Oriente
Cuba

Primer Vuelo
Moron - ¥olguin

- Por Avion

[ 4
: Mr. John G. Kunsg
Liste de Correos
Holguin
Oriente

Holguin backstamp: 1:30 PM.
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Santiago de Cuba backstamp: 3:00 PM.




fnauguration of Route No. 1

CNCAC offered to service first flight covers for US collectors. A charge of 15

cents covered the special stamps and distribution of covers to dispatch points.
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Inauguration of Route No. 1
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2lue cachet used on Victeria de las Tunas dispatches. Backstamp., 3 PM.




fnauguration

CNCAC s
fiight
{_.”_ ?

of Route Ne. 1

erviced covers for Hoiguin dispatch could not be delivered by the early
because of a water soaked field and were sent back too late for f|1ght
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Eastbouna d1spatches from Holguin included on]y those that originated in Cuba
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Holguin used the same cc]or cachet (on the back of this) for reg15uered covers.
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The return flight from Santiago de Cuba was on October 31. Postmarks on covers
were for 1:30 PM the day before or for 5AM on the morning of the return flight.
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Ce Munson.
¢/o American Consul,
Habana, Guba.

H

John G. Kunz

Miranda, Oriente
Cuba
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This has signature of Postmaster on front and biack Santiago cachet on reverse.
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Hotgin dfspatched cover (postmarked 6:30 AM Oct 31) to Havana was backstampec
with speciai siogan air mail postmark at 2PM and by regular backstamp at 3 PM.
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Victoria de 'as Tunas cover to the

next stop back along the line, Camaguey.
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Arother, to Santa Clara, was signed by the pilot and received backstamp at 12M.
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lnauguration of Route No. 1
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Registered Camaguey cover has special purple cachet on front and regular violet
cachet on reverse; 8 centavos registration is paid by two additional adhesives.
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To the U.S. via Havana with an air mail backstamp, but then went ordinary mail.
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fnaugurazion of Route No. 1

voeln T J.S. via Havana, "Not In U.S. Air Maii.” Black cachet on back.
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fnauguration of Route No. 1

Havana c1spatched mail to all stops on the route on the first eastbound f11gnt.
Covers received biue cachets and 5:00 AM postmarks for the very eariy take off.
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The Moron backstamp has an inverted "30" date and a 12:00 PM time.
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V1ctor1a de las Tunas used a 3:30 PM time on th1s cover's bacxstamp



‘ Inauguration of Route No. 1

More Sant'x%de Cuba covers with both dgostmar_l_(_g
. Ay & B & &y 4

Mr. B. F. Myers,
% Postmaster,
Camaguey, Cube.
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Flown to Santa Clara.



inauguration of Route No. 1

: 3-PM
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Santa Clara to Havana cover. Air mail backstamp applied at 2 PM.
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h A 4 o . Gecrge J. Bickuer Jr.
2 M VUELO . 919 Wyandotte Ave.
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" Cover to Okiahoma, signed by Postmaster, has additional air mail stamp, but got
Net In U.S. Air Mail. Bartlesville backstamp Nov 5 confirms surface transport.
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Experimental Hydroplane Route

Pilots: H. Ramsdell
Oscar Santamaria
Contractor: Corporacion Aeronautica
de Cuba

‘Postal rate: Regular 2 cents/oz

Freguency of service: Daily round trip

Route tested for establishing service to towns along Cuba's far eastern coast.

‘8r.Albert 3. Dimond
c/o Postmaater

*

B:;R.AGOA CUBA *
VIA AlR MAIL %J

Antilla to Baracoa dispatch was overpaid at the current national air mail rate.
Handstamps on front show that cover was almost destroyed, rather than returned.



Experimental Branch From Route 1

Pilot: R. H. McGlohn
Contractor: Campania Nacional Cubana de
Aviacion Curtiss (CNCAC)

Postal rate: 3 cents/oz

Tested as branch of Route 1 service, Holguin to towns along Cuba's east coast.

John G. Kunz

Miranda, Orlente
Cuba

Primer Vuelo
Tnl-v1din - RETECOS

Por Avié

vr, John &. Tung
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rETECOR
) criente
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Holguin to Baracoa dispatch with the correct postage, one of 54 covers carried.
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Miranda, Oriente
Cuba

Driner Vieleo
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¥r. John G. Yz 4 !
Liste de Correos .
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Criente
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Return €iight cover, Antilla to Holguin. Only 31 dispatches on this segment.
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Inauguration of Route No. 2

Pilot: R.H.McGlohn
Contractor: Compania Nacional Cubana de

Aviacion Curtiss (CNCAC)
Postal rate: 3 cents/oz

Just five days after that previous exper1menta1 service started, National Route
2 took over as an extension of Route 1 east from Santiago de Cuba, not Holguin.

= PRIMER VUELCO =

Haranna = Jantiago de Cuba
3 Apr, 6 sl B

. VIA AIR MAIL .
ﬁ yW SP-RO“’ C.Votaw . ‘
. viviglon de Listas .

Ccrneos
Sentiagzo de Cuba

l T &5 S A 055 G5 G55

Short time for change of route gave little time ‘to prepare first f11ght covers.
Votaw return cover, signed by pilot, has special cachet for flight from Baracoa
and is one of only 9 covers to make the full return flight to Santiago de Cuba.




Addition of Cienfuegos to Route No. 1

Pilots: George Rumill eastbound
Paul B. Payne westbound
Contractor: Compania Nacional Cubana de
Aviacion Curtiss (CNCAC)
Rate: Changed to 5 cents per ounce for
combined routes 1 and 2

Cienfuegos, an important south coast city, became route's first stop eastbound.
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‘ REPUBLICA DE CUBA

SECRETARIA DE CUMUNICACIONES

|
l
‘i ADMON. CORREOS HABANA
|

SERVICIO AEREQ NACIONAL

CORREO AEREOQ

 PRIMER VUELO A CIENiCi60S

Srts Beatriz M Ash,
- Bstacien FC,
Cienfuegos,

?
= JUTIESEN

Havana provided special cachet for mail flown on first flight into Cienfuegos.



Aaaition oF Cienfuegos to Route hNo. 1
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Another to Ho]gum with 12 M backstamp was signed by pilot George RumH




Addition of Cienfuegos to Route No. 1

Primer wuelo .. IS '
John G. Kunz @4 enfuegos-Berscos - S
Miranda, Oriente 3 SR )
== Cuba :

SERVICIO AEREO NACIONAL

|PRIMER VUELO

Postmarked 7 AM July 1 and backstamped July 2, this cover traversed most
of national route 1 and route 2 to get to the eastern terminus, Baracoa.



Addition of Cienfuegos to Route No. 1

CIONES
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_Br. Rafac_l R. Garcia

A. DE COMUNICA
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SERVICIO AEREO NACIONAL i /MM&- H
|PRIMER VUELO

Rate to London was 5 cents natfonal and 10 cenﬁs international air mail. Since
cover was only partly flown, two magenta bars show interruption for ocean trip.
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Additional Changes to Route No. 1

Santiago de Cuba

Guantanamo

Pilots: A. L. McCullough eastbound to Stgo.
R. H. McGlohn westbound from Stgo.
M. Quevedo, Jr. to and from Guantanamo
Contractor: Compania Nacional Cubana de
Aviacion Curtiss (CNCAC)
Rate: 5 cents per ounce

In a major change, Manzanillo, Bayamo, and Guantanamo became new stops on Route
1. while Victoria de las Tunas and Holguin stops were eliminated Feb 15, 1932.

1

Dr Antonio Bravo Acosta.-
: Lista de Correo}s.-

Bayamo. - i

Havana cover postmarked 5 AM has Bayamo cachet on reverse with 2 PM backstamp.



Additional Changes to Route No. 1

Coe e e e

PRILER VUELO. esomeesy Il repuBLica e cuaA
Cienfuegos=-Guantanamo. ¥ 37 ([BEmACEILEnEng) mg

&

Sr.ROY C. VOTAW.
% Sre.Manuel Marcose.

Apartado 92. i
GUANTANMO.

Eastbound 8 AM dispatch from Cienfuegos signed by McCullough reached Guantanamo
and received the Guantanamo cachet on reverse as welil as its backstamp at 4 PM.

- e 2o -
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i L v v L O LA ]

PUBLICA DE CUBA
CONTCRENTIA INTCRNATIINAL AMERITANA

) ": ‘ \ ‘ ., ': KN
REP BU.UE((IBA ¢ I

E. F.IARCET .
LISTA DE /ORR_EOS.

Guarnlonammo

Santiago de Cuba postmarked its covers at 3 PM for this first Route 1 dispatch.
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Additional Changes to Route No. 1

SAMATVA TG L

RIME RV ELO
3”¢£¢Wﬁwsgzazwz e 770, —

10 AM dispatch from Manzanillo to Guantanamo has both city cachets, front/back.



Additional Changes to Route No. 1

Westbound dispatches from Guantanamo exhibit the city's official fiight cachet.

j——

PRIMER VUELO GUANTANAMO-SANTIAGO.

R
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Lo 15 9E F -+ - DBE 1832 .

UNo //,sﬁ "JOSE A. FONSEGA
I"/ S. ROSA ALTA N2 76,
/  SANTIAGO DE CUBA.

ot x'
~BAzqu/,

- 1 . . . . ‘,“' : .

Santiago de Cuba cover has special first f11ght posunarx, lacks dispatch time.

PRIMER

Sr. E, F. Marcet
Liste de Corr=os,
MANZANILLO ( Ote )

CUANSARAND ..

N N

N n:’: ~ -
N e D E
CEAAIC

INAUGURACION DEL SERVICIO - GUANTANAMO

|

O S

Specially printed cover to Manzanillo uses first fiight cachets front and back.



Additionail Changes to Route No. 1

PRIMER VUELOQ

Miss Betty Ash
Masrtires 166
CAMAGUEY

L

Guantanamo to Camaguey cover received backstamp at 9 AM.
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Cover to the U.S. via Havana requires 10 cent additional internationai postage.
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Additional Changes tc Route No.
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Cover from Manzanillo to Camaguay rece1ved a violet Manzan1710 cachet at 5 AN



Additional Changes to Route No. 1
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Specially printed cover with Manzanillo cachet went to eastern terminal Havana.
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Manzanilio to the Canal Zone via Havana required 20 cents internationai postage.



Addition of Guantanamo to Route No. 2

Guantanamo

Pilot: George Rumill

Contractor: Compania Nacionai Cubana de
Aviacion Curtiss {CNCAC)

Aircraft: Sikorsky Amphibian

Postal rate: 5 cents/oz

The day after Guantanamo became the eastern terminal of Route 1, it served as a
new terminal for Route 2 and dispatches (postmarked the day before) went ahead.

8y
4&92
\Z

R.PUBLISE DE CUAA -5

- - - P

P rxr I -
18 DE FI - F » o

A special Guantanamo first flight postmark and the previous day's cachet signai
new routing. Signed by Rumiil, pilot on new route as well as by Quevedo, piiot
Route 1 arrival, this cover went to postmaster at Baracoa and return to sender.



Addition of Guantanamo to Route No. 2
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Cover to Ant11]a at the end of the route arr1ved by 12 M.
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Preston added to Routes No. 1 and 2.

Aircraft: Lockheed Electra "Maceo", Havana to Guantanamo- (Route 1 [P p—
Ford Trimotor, Santiago to Baracoa loop (Route 2. )— .
Contractor: Compania Nacional Cubana de Aviacion (eNea)
(Pan American Airways had taken over 6 May 1932)
Rate: 5 cents per ounce

in a change to routes 1. and 2., Preston became a stob as services improved for
handling both national and international mail. These routes remained separate.

SINCLAIR CUBA OIL COMPANY, S. A.
APARTADO 455

oy

Magenta cachet a_ppHed jn Santiago de Cuba listed all connections now possible.



Inauguration of Route No. 3

Aircraft: Ford Tri-motor NM-4

Contractor: Compania Nacional Cubana de
Aviacion S.A.

Rate: 5 cents per ounce

No. 3 was a new Havana-north coast cities-Camaguey route with tourists in mind.

RAFAEL ORIOL
ESTRAMPES 20

ReprT. MENDOZA
HABANA, CUBA

......

Rafael Oriol
o Sr. Acror de Correos

de AVI].lcz

5 w‘\s—@ H,“
SCAMASUEY

“3}1—— YAELL JAT—-L**‘

Havana cover postmarked 6:30 AM has a purple Ciego de Avila cachet on reverse.



inauguration of Route No. 3

' AFTER s DAYS RETURN TO - ,
. T. A. Wolf o
% Admor. de Gorreos L

" RAERELSHIGL ;v '*P? :
A M la 4 ‘W»\ e

APAHTADO 1205 ¢ 2

- VIA AIR
03;_ 2 TARIDERO

Mr. 0 B But’cerfleld
“Zors f :Sui'fz[a
prlﬁg ie ss.

Varadero to U. S. cover d1d not receive blue Havana cachet or a 4 PM backstanp



Inauguration of Route No. 3

Return flignt from Camaguey had engine trouble, brought down at Ciego de Avila.

CIEGO DE | Ay £ . Q
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Repairs delayed f11ght until Dec 3, a]though th1s was posﬂnarked on day before.
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Caibarien cover received blue Havana cachet and its backstamp at 4 PM on Dec 3.



INTERNATIONAL AIR MAIL SERVICE TO CUBA

inaugural Service, Foreign Route 1.

Aircraft: Curtiss F-5-L (conversions)
Santa Maria and Pinta

Pilots: John W. lsemann
T.L.Tibbs official Cachet

Contractor: Aercmarine West Indies Airways , Applied to ali mail

This was the first U.S. foreign air mail service to any destination country.
First class mail was carried on space available basis. No Cuban dispatches.
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First class business letter brought in from north by'train 1/2 hour before
these flights left for Havana. One of the few nonphilatelic covers saved.



inaugural Service, Foreign Route 1

Philatelic mail could be sent from Key West, if marked "VIA SEAPLANE" and the
air mail rate of 6 cents/oz applied in stamps

. Cachets were added privately
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The Truby brothers used the same cachets on cover with six cent air ma11 stamp.
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inauguration of Resumed Route 1, Renamed FAM 4

Aircraft: La Nina, Fairchild floatplane
(property of West Indian Aerial Express)
Pilot: Cy Caldwell, ferry pilot for WIAE
Contractor: Pan American Airways (about to lose contract)
Rate: First class mail (2 cents) no added fee

Pan Am's inauguration date for first contract arrived, but they were not
not ready to fly. WIAE permitted Caldwell to make first flight in time.

- pfe zavasgiiy
N W4 x5
mme=
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550
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R RAFAEL MENENDEZ. '
ANZANA DE GOMEZ #

{ -
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‘e

First flight cover signed by Caldwell, part of 251 lbs of mail carried.




Caribbean Goodwill Tour

For first time, . Lindbergnh agreed to fly air mail for Basil Rowe and Dominican
Republic postal service. A biue cachet hand stamp has: First Air Mail - Santo
Domingo to Havana - Special Lindbergh Flight by the - "Spirit of Saint Louis.”

et s . B - ety P Ay T ST T
RS pe e . . . g g o D e

N »wxvhxb‘

B. L. ROWE
¢/o LAWRENCEACOLMAN o

MANZANA DE GOMEZ 343
HAVANA, CUBA.
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et TS .
Sy [ . . . o sid 3
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Covers to Havana were first air mail flights, since West Indian Aerial Express
had not yet begun service to Cuba, planned for Feb 20. The covers remained on
board during the Port-au-Prince visit, but reached Cuba ahead of regular mail.



Caribbean Goodwill Tour

Most of the covers dispatched from Santo Domingo on the Lindbergh flight
were standard air mail letters. Then, along came this registered cover.

T I T A
T

It has the required postmarks and cachets to verify Spirit of St. Louis
dispatch. It has both of the Basil Rowe cachets, a correct 12 centavos
for postage and air mail, 19 for registry; with Havana receiving stamp.



Caribbean Goodwill Tour

Haitian PO also cooperated with Basil Rowe to dispatch special covers for Cuba
by Spirit of Saint Louis. They are characterized by both the Lindberch cachet

dﬁuﬁ

and the red AVION, which_had already been used reqularly in blue on WIAE mail.
T : : .
L POSTE ARERIEN SPECIAL POUR
LINDBERGH
| *““ESPRIT DE §T. LOUIS”
g
// /./—\
b =TT\
L g S By
' % B L ROWE ‘
« = _ -~ °lo LAWRENCE A COLMAN
N MANZANA DE GOMEZ 343 )
\. E HAVANA, CUBA.
=D - | o
3 Peverse of cover shows special cachet, "First Air Mail Port-au-Prince-Havana".
Havana back stamps reaister 4 PM Feb 8, when he touched down, and 11 AM Feb 9,
when mail was processed. Most of these covers were later lost in a hurricane.
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NOn Feb 8 Lindbergh departed early for an all day fliaht to Havana and his most
important "diplomatic" appearance at the Sixth Pan American Conference, where
air line negotiations had been under way. By 9:20 AM he was over eastern Cuba.
&
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Caribbean Goodwill Tour

Registered cover mailed same day as
covers flown by Lindbergh. Sender
requested routing via Havana, not
the regular packet direct to New
York. However, it does not have

a circle/AVION mark as applied

on regular Lindbergh covers.
Was it really flown by him?

7 Havana backstamp shows it

7 -was worked the same day as

’ Lindbergh covers. No other
known official routing could

: give this same schedule. The
/ Lindbergh Study Group examined
) this cover and believes that it
7 was one of the Lindbergh covers.
At least one other similar cover
exists. They were in New York two
days ahead of the Bertolini cover.

e ] This cover and its research described
e in The Airpost Journal, Vol. 59, p.20.



Caribbean Goodwill Tour

This has 'all of the proper postmarks for dispatch via the Spirit of St. Louis
to Havana and then Miranda. However, has no Havana backstamps, only Miranda.

Was it flown by Lindbergh?

s ted L

Y S - .3 . P L P
Taor avion :l_‘t.’ll"i‘v 0f Lt ..\;0.,‘15

Mr. Jurn G oz,
iirenda, Qriente,

Sutae

1. If it was flown by Lindbergh, time Havana to Miranda, 1 day, 13 hours, was
less than other later covers until 1931, after inauguration of Cuba air mail.
2. It may also have been sent by the steamer, which had just arrived with the

Arrived 10th.

previous Valantine cover, offering quicker service to Miranda.

Who has other Miranda covers that may answer the question?



W:AZ Dispatches Tc Sarntlagos ce Cuba

After the initial Lindbergh flight to Cuba, Santo Domingo was ready for regular

g interisland mail service to include Santiago de Cuba as will as Port au Prince.
Y g A e Q_EP“BF“R“ .cm% i

FirsT Day AIR MaiL
SANTO DOMINGO TO BANTIAGO DE CUBA
AIBPLANE SANTA MARIA

PILOT:

B.
WEST INDIAN AERIAL EXPRESS
SANTIAGO DE CUBA, CUBA.

PRIMER VIAJE AEREO

CUREA. HAITI- SANTC CIMINGO. PTO, RICO

. . ) 1]
A:zroplano ‘' Santa Maria

E2e?’ Rowe signec cover with purple postmark has special first flight cachets.

EI ¥

FIRST DAY AIR MAllL
SANTO DOMINGO TO SANTIAGO DE CUBA

R. I. DUNTEN, V¥ 3 SIDENT,
WEST INDIAN AERIA BESS,‘C POR A
SANTIAGO DE CUBA, CUBA. )

/

- ... - - -

Ancther by WIiAE Vice President Dunten was given blue postmark, printed cachet.



WIAE Dispatches to Santiago de Cuba

Port au Prince was not as ready for

new service and took an extra week to start.

B. L. ROWE ,A
WEST INDIAN AERIAL EXPRESS SNt o™
- SANTIAGO DE CUBA, CUBA.

.\A._;\
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FIBS&?AY ARF MaiL
" PoRT-AU-PEINCE I SAgf1ac0 DE CUBA
AIRRUANEFANTA MARIA
x,f L
PILPT: «  ?
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PRIMER VIAJE AEREO

CUBA. HAITI- SANTO DOMINGO. PTO. RICO

Acroplano ‘‘ Santa Maria '

Three cachets and circular air mail handstamp on first flight cover to Santiago

‘de Cuba was postmarked both 21 and 28 Feb.

Backstamp shows flight on the 28th.



WIAE Later Dispatches
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MessI'ss L’ Abascal & 'CO.,

Santiago‘de Cuba
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Business covers from Port au Prince and Santo Domingo during regular service.
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WiAE Dispatches to Santiago de Cuba

Port au Prince was not as ready for new service and took an extra week to start.

‘ E-A-CODLSON Par arion o wvwis c'&b%x .‘a‘.{\‘."’:‘_‘ _."’h', >
PORT-AU-PRINCE 23 Y > w5
HAITI Q.‘" i
Q*g 'é;\' i
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Q
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638\é e@é«i’ 214 S. Bth Btey
&4/ N é' - Ircentcon, 0Zioc.§
. @ Ybely Heedbe
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Blue cachet and circular air mail handstamp on first regular cover to U.S., via
Santiago de Cuba (backstamp shows .same day, Feb 28) did not get U.S. backstamp.



-WlAE Later Dispatches

After the takeover by Pan Am, Rowe made one more flight to deliver his flagship
ﬂE% Santa Maria to new owners. First time he flew mail (unofficial) from San Juan.

¥r. B. L, Rowe, -
Sr. Federico Reimers,
Apertado 285,
Santiago de Cuba,

i

-

Basil Row

e signed cover with San Juan postmark Oct 15. Backstamp was a favor.

¥

¥r, B. L. Rowse, »

Pan American Airways;'%nc‘.,
Sevilla-Biltmore Arcade,
. Habana, CUBA.

Another to Havana with a Nov 4 backstamp was also unofficial, but sentimental.



FAM 4 Change to Miami Terminal

On September 15, 1928, Pan Am opened a new northern terminal in Miami.

FIRST FLIGHT

ForeicN CAM 4
MIAMI- HAVANA

GEO. T. STREET
. AparTapo 1702
- .= HAVANA, CUBA.

This was flown on the new regular daily service from Miami to Havana.

e, e e

VIA AIRMAIL
FIRST TRIP

Via Miami, Fla. to Havanna, Cuba

_ SripsT FLIGH!

-

oo 2 010 Milecon 127 Altos -

HAVANNA, CUBA

in Decemper, a new CAM service from the north made Havana connection at Miami.



FAM 6 inaugural Flight Miami-San Juan

Santiago de Cuba

San Juan

Port au Prince Santo Domingo

Contractor: Pan American Airways (won award over WiAE)
Rate: 10 cents per 1/2 oz air mail (5 cents to Cuba) plus regular postage

Rcute Segment Trimotor Aircraft Piiot

Miami-Havana "Cristobal Colon" Fokker F-10A Ed Musick
Havana-Santiago de Cuba "Cuba" Ford 5-AT-B C.D. Swinson
Santiago de Cuba-San Juan NC 5192 Fokker F-Viia Basil L. Rowe

Pan Am did not anounce rates until last moment. Many postage due stamps added.

. PE LR 4
P. 0. Box 145 y
West Palm Beach, Fla.‘

Pilot.

N ‘\G;gf?;aﬁ.'ﬁ" F .| ) -
hl ~ N 2 ¥ &
. FIRST ¥ 458 Fownsend W A ATH

A‘R MA‘L— ;GQM .
MIAM! % Mr George T Strset

Apartado 1702
\25;;33_39 Havana
WY l‘l:R\ATl( INAL Ouﬁa . ‘

LA h'r 'l.wA‘IE’!' “7'*~AA‘EE’(.'

Musick signed this cover he flew. It reached Havana an hour later than FAM 4.




FAM 6 Inaugurai F]ight Miami~San Juan

~PRIMER VIAJE AEREO
PUERTO RICO~CUBA

. FIRST FLIGHT
_ AIRMAIL  FroM
5 paas s 4 b J. MELENDEZ SAN JUAN
1 LdiaTRACIDN OE CCePRECSp ol Rogapno, Basa, 44 - e -
R ANTIAGC DE CUBA ANTIAGO DE CUBA I I M z
! PROV. URENTE -CUBA cuna < _
t : T
' ' <=.\'JK,‘ B
‘ INTERNATIONAL
:‘ : F' AOM. 6
|

lnéorréct (Hatian) postage due héhaétérrp, but Cuban pé)étagé duew"sfamps on Maria
Melendez cover with Santiago de Cuba machine backstamp, 9 PM, January 11, 1928.
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FAM 6 Inaugural Flight Miami-San Juan

Santo Domingo dispatched three bags of covers to Cuba, for Santiago de
Cuba, Camaguey, and Havana, using usual blue green air mail canceller.

..........

FIRST FLIGHT
- FAM 6,
FLORIDA - PORTO RICO.

< \lGEC. T. STREET,
A SANTIAGO DE CUBA,
CUBA.

y.

Street cover has 3:30 PM Santiago de Cuba backstamp, route map on reverse.

- "

FIRST FLIGHT PR « ) gl SO oo
FAM 6 7t Tmiora X RG
FLORIDA - PORTO RICO.

GEO. T. STREET,

CAMAGUEY,
CUBA.

Camaguey cover delivered by air next day received 9:30 AM backstamp on 10th.



FAM 6 inaugural Fiignt Miami-San Juan

1

Port au Prince dispatched two bags for Havana and Santiago de Cuba. Latter
held Camaguey mail. Used circle air mail (AVION) and first flight cachets.

FIRST FLIGHT
F A_M ',6,
FLORIDA - PORTO RICO.

GEO. T. STREET, |
SANTIAGO DE CUBA,
CUBA.

FIRST FLIGHT
"FAM 6,
FLORIDA - PORTO RICO.

GEO. T. STREET,

CAMAGUEY,
1 CUBA.

Camaguey cover delivered via rail next day received 3 PM backstamp on 10th.
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FAM 6 Inaugural Fiight Miami-San Juan
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Magenta cacheted postage due Kunz cover has the Havana and Camaguey backstamps.



FAM 6 inaugurail Flight Miami-San Juan

San Juan dispatches to all the Cuban cities were delivered only to Havanra.

l] "l‘ 1D ‘i'm’l‘l} S 1'0 STAGE
: "J’J M l:a‘m?'m‘@?m.

FIRST FLIGHT
FAM 6,
FLORIDAfPORTO RicoO.

Fl;iCII

GEO. T. STREET,

AparTapo 1702,
HAVANA, CUBA.

AL
b

x‘- .4..\'—.0

.

Street cover with purple cachet and correct rate has route map on reverse.
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~ FIRST FLIGHY
AIRMAIL FROM ila b B \
Sé\ﬂ ‘Lh\V y ECENRL N e Syl 4

INTERNATIONAL
F. A.M.,
o
“3r. Rafael Oriol,
» Apartado 1%5.
Fi Habana.

Magenta cacheted Oriol cover shows the usual Havana backstamp of 5 PM, Jan 10th.



FAM 6 inaugural Flight Miami-San Juan

Miami dispatched Cuban mail only to Havana, from there it went further by rail.

% R FIRST FLIGHT
\/\ <AIR MAIL  From
R Miamli
12 ; b’:,‘."‘la‘.;'..
\M_, _

% i;;é '!‘vf.}i" e
R TERN ATIO ] ST Heriano Diaz

”\TFR‘\'}TK,\)":?LG Apartado 68
. : il Camaguey, Cu'b_ghw",

Aithough flight arrived in Camaguey at 3:10 PM, this has backstamp: 1 PM, 10th.

A ey g o

<FIR_ST FLIGHT | ‘
AIR MAIL rrbu | B

P. O. D. for exck
sive use in Air \

Another in the same Havana dispatch went on to Santiago de Cuba, no backstamp.



FAM 6 !naugurail Flight Miami-San Juan

J. Max Golding
¢/o Postmaster
-Havana, Cuba.

Santo Domingo to Havana cover with Chicago Aero Philatelic Society cachet.



FAM 6 lnaugural Flight Miami-San Juan

FIRST FLIGHT
FAM 6,
FLORIDA - PORTO RICO. |,

et

’.\:‘) -
¥

GEO. T. STREET,

Aprartapo 1702,
HAVANA, CUBA.

PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS, INC.
REGULAR PASSENGER AND MAIL SERVICE.

r.'. '.‘l .
-
First Bight coves from, 'to, in, through or near CUBA.
Geo. T. Street, Aportedo 1702, Havana, Cuba.
w o,

o nﬂ
ég Jg 4&\1" z ,m
)

This cover, like all Street covers shows entire route and ads on reverse.



FAM 5 Inaugural Flight Miami-Cristobal

Although FAM and outlaw planes flew together, services offered were not equal.
Both arrived in Havana the afternoon of Feb 12 then in Miami the next morning.
FAM mail via Miami was forwarded by air mail; outlaw mail was semt by ordinary
means. Official mail was backstamped in Miami at 12 M Feb 13; outlaw was not.

)

FLIGHT ?

AIR MAILX " °
INTERNATIONAL , EA.M.B

MIAMI © CANAL ZONE

FAM cover, if returned via air from the southbound flight, was not backstamped
Miami. It was backstamped in Havana at 12 M Feb 13. The landing in Miami was
too late to connect with FAM 6 9:15 Havana flight. Either it was held over in
Havana until morning or it was dispatched by steamer from Cristobal to Havana.

Remitente:

NY: B. Leon mwmmi%»m\";

o | Direccién del destinatarlqla _' *"
lr. Leon de Leon % A&‘P
< ORRED AERED & ’52 E
¥alecon 52 altos >

% INTENAGIONAL ¢
Havana, Cuba
N

7
. R ~ . .

Qutlaw cover most llkely made the correct stop at Mlaml and could have reached
Havana easily by 12 M Feb 14 backstamp time. Even an overnight boat would do.




FAM 5 First Service to Intermediate Stops.

FROM
EMILE MIZRAH!
COLON. PANAMA

'l via ATR MAIL

'EMILE MIZRAHI

c/o MORRIL B. SPAULDING
Manzana de Gomez, Depto. 344

-

P rr, - - ' % HABANA, Cuba
M{\Y 2 T ;

Cristoba’ to Havana has special flight cachet, a 5/21 postmark, backstamp 5/23.



EAM 5 Firs:t Service to Intermediate Stops

i, D e k)
T AMAYA \'L:ﬂ
gln ::J !. Lad ‘llll"n

Se accressed cover by Rowe has cachet, first air mail service Panama to Cuba.
: .19"= left Carzl Zome Tu and Th (May 21 and 23). Panama mail arrived May 25.
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{, TESDELICA Dx BEANANA

FROM

EMILE MIZRAHI . PRIMER CORREO AEREO

COLON., PANAMA

Panami y Centro América

| e ”N???g
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AGENCIA POSTAL L e .
mmﬁz{aﬁ.xHRS&'NATIONAL BANK D1 ON

‘\ -t U Hapands

—
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S Ty ,"-‘;m Republu:a de Cuba
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Registered cover Colon to Havana has wrong Honduras cachet, Cuba cachet on back.
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"FAM 5 Inaugural Flight Miami-Cristobal

The key to the dilemma is this cover intended for the FAM 5 flight to Cristobal,
but without adequate air mail postage. However, it was flown to Havana by FAM b
where it was transferred to a steamer for crossing to Cristobal, arriving Feb 9.

. T P T .

. 1
. 1 §
Return 10 C. F. WICKER
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
CORAL GABLEJ. FLA, ~

4

DR. CYRUS F. WICKER
CARE OF POSTMASTER
CR]STOBAL

fﬁW : g <7 CANAL ZONE

L
JAN -FEB. 1828 . -~

. S B T A e PRV - i : AT v - g = e et

Slmllar tran51t tlme was possible for returning FAM 5 cover and explains return
by Feb. 13. Its Havana backstamp, not air mail type, further confirms steamer.

b

CUBA ES EL PARAISE
DE LOUS TURISTA51

/\
'.zﬂwuzANDOPL
{‘ SERVI ‘Dr AFEKE
P SR e pnainad vah
D5 T fﬂ'ﬂ‘] L.N\\

"--—-~

CUBA IS THE
PARADISE OF TOURIST

" g — -

/
FAM 4 type backstamp FAM 5 cover backstamp
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Mexico dispatches to Cuba

—

¢ Banco %mm .
CAPITAL SOCIAL: § 1.000.000.00 v
CALLE 88 No. 819, MERIDA, YUC. ME y

s

Pan American survey flight from Merida to Havana by Basil L. wae, Chief Pilot,
was postmarked June 30, 1929 in Merida, YUC and backstamped Havana 8 PM July 1.

CooPERATIVA FILATELICA .
2ALLE DE FLORA, 4-A
MEXICO, D. F.

§ ’ . .
T IR il Dty il %
: LT ?T{\f’%" 20N .
JTANL AN ;.IVJ“' CUL L
I YR A

TOEINpKTE £

J § 2
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Mexico route 10 first flight to Havana ran into storms off Progreso was forced
down in the Guf of Mexico near Suculu. Trip discontinued, mail sent by boat.



Other FAM Routes

Other FAM routes, not through Cuba made same of their first dispatches to Cuba.

P = Y
Pr. TWlalter bess, -
NASSAU, N. P., BAHAMAS.
E;'Flié'} AIR MAIL
~ 1aM1, FLA. .

L YoM //,,é o&f“‘
- . ? . g
| S AT
W«"{. . T
. - . -

- - v
¢ . -~

FAM 7, Nassau Jan 2, 1929, backstamped Miami 6 PM Jan 2, Havana, 12 M Jan 3.
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ot
REVISTA AEROFILATELICA MENSUA! ]
AFPARTADO POSTAL Np. 2884. ;
MEXICO, B. F.

Sr. ¥anuel Castro Limén,
e/o. Sr. Rafael R. Garcia.
N Prsdo-124.
nas.«‘tu,cun;.
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]
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Extension of FAM 6 to South America

At Port of Spain, the Lindberghs and Trippes left the flight and started
westward across northern edge of South America, surveyed the uncomp leted
segnent of route 5. Tiiton fliew the northbound first flight of route 6.

BY ATR MAIL|  op,
PAR AVION T4 Py ':}
Cy 6 =

WwW.le2d o
Lo

John G, RKunz
Mirenda
:-' _ 6‘ | Orlente

R Cuba,

Al]1 of the northbound mail dispatched to Cuba was backstamped in Havana.

—

- Sr., George H. St:e’et.'

T

'Apartado 1702,_‘3
Havana, CUBA.T

——

Only 22 covers, inciuding this Street cover, were dispatched to Havanra.



NYRBA Trunk Inauguration Buenos Aires-Miami

In San Juan, routing was split with Huey Wells flying a Consolidated Fleetster
via Santo Domingo, Cienfuegos, and Havana to Miami, while the main fiight took
the short direct route via Port au Prince and Santiago de Cuba to reach Miami.

[ T T I TR TP P - . .. -
. - " b

e

S VISITEZ

oSSRl
RAEEEGES Jid OUE D'HAN
23] eommisorcavan [25] SeSAVAISUL

PAR AVION VIA BYRRATE I

¥r. G]:qnent JDeslandes,
' Consul Genersl d'Eaiti,

Santiago de Cubs.

NYRBA cachet shows cover picked up by main flight during Port au Prince stop.
Backstamp applied 9:30 AM Feb 26, the date main flight reached Miami on time.




NYRBA Trunk Inauguration Buenos Aires-Miami

Havana covers, routed via Fleetster, got tied up in Santo Domingo two days by
a storm and missed scheduie. Backstamps 12 M, Feb 27 showed extent of deiay.
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CORLESPONDENCIA AEREA !
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Cover dispatched from Rio de Janeiro has circular NYRBA postmark and a cachet.
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NYRBA Trunk inauguration Buenos Aires-Miami

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

} FIRST AIR MAIL FROM

! TRINIDAD via NYRBALINE

/e figo C. R. Stollmeyer
c/o G. T. Street,

Apartado 1702 —
. : W
Habana, Cuba,. el “‘- !
e

Port of Spain dispatch to Havana in mail transferred to Fleetster in San Juan.

- £
el L IR

|

- \ . - P

2, Areniadon

Apparertly held in Haiti for Fleetster, but does not have Haiti date postmark.
Oniy postmarks, correct Haiti cachet and Havana backstamp showing 12 M Feb 27.




NYRBA Trunk, Addition of Cienfuegos

For more service to Cuba, Cienfuegos added between Santiago de Cuba and Havana.

- -

No NYRBA first fiiéht cachet but circle AVION on Port au Prince regu1ar-cover
Postmarked March 28. A backstamp applied 9 AM March 29, 1930 in Cienfuegos.




pxpress xoJdte TO Cana. Jonhe

an,

Aircraft: Sikorsky S-38 especially
modified by 1ightening to the last
ounce and adding a large fuel tank
Puerto Cabezas to make 650 mile over water flight

Pﬂiots: C A Lindbergh and B L Rowe

Cristobal

Competitor NYRBA was giving 7 days Commodore mail service, Buenos Aires to US.
Pan Am had to match this schedule to get Argentine mails to use their flights.
Three days Canal Zone to US leg was main target and was shortened to 33 hours.

m

P AIR MAIL ' % ..

FIRST FLIGHT
7 DAYS Y. to BUZNOS AIRES
U.S. AIR MAIL .
PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS:SYSTEM . h
AND DOWESTIC AIR MAH tNES

s ‘...-:4 ' .’: - ' o ".
FIEST DIRECT CAMIBERRN FLTeHT SR A

COL. CHARLES A. LINDBERGH, PILOTING R £ WAy PP

B APl

Tyt i

Modified S-38 took off with 249 pounds of mail and 520 gallons of gas. Single
weekly flight took express route. Others followed 2 regular route 5 schedule.



Express Route to Canal Zone

~
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Rowe cover part of 3 lbs carried to Havana, which had not dispatched on flight.



Express Route to Canal Zone

Sl '»imUnMPQJﬂDtQ’W |
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e ¢ e heeneid b

Cover to Cuba has Spec1a1 cachet starrped in magenta and reached Santiago May 3.




" - = —

First South American Flight, LZ-127

Berlin applied red connecting flight cachet for Friedrichshafen mail.
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Although f1ight plans called for landing or mail drop at Havana, rain
in Recife before Graf's northbound flight to U.S. restricted the fuel
weight permitted. So Cuba bypassed. Mail flown back from Lakehurst.
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First South American Flight, LZ-127

Brazil also dispatched mail to Cuba and via Cuba to near Caribbean destinations.
This mail bypassed Cuba and was sent back from Lakehurst

after receiving cachet.
) FROM:
FRANCISCO F. LOBA
i RIO DE JANEIRO,

S
BRAZIL

LD

| “PRIMER-GORREO AEREO" GRAF ZEPPELIN.RI

L

Dispatch to Havana and Cristobal,

this reached Havana JUN 2 amd Cristobal JJN 8.

— - - !
) Giriee el e+
. g%;%gw‘mmm
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SEWING MACHINE COMPA
P. 0. BOX:907, - e -
SANTO DQMINGQ,B.D. *
4 -
Sarito Domingo cover has same Havana postmark on reverse, Dominican Rep. JUN 14.
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For tne new express route from the Canal Zone, although a Commodore carriec tne
first southbound mail, Basil Rowe used the Sikorsky he and Lindbergh used for &
survey of the long overwater leg to .Janan:a to carry the first northbound mail.

J

— N ~y Ty

FIRST FLI GHT

"'?Z?&Zz»g ﬂ

MR. F. W. KUHKER
- 12TH FLOOR,—- —~—
e Tk men ot 48 WALL STREET, T~
“A FAL ?“EJ{‘ J AT NEW YORK, N.Y. U.S.A.
- EMALA S CIER

5r. torrm:
frTiomEilti:

e

Cover si igred by Rowe shows that the loaded Sikorsky was ab]e to make the trip.

PRIMER VUELQ

PANAMA - mos ffs

=7+ + WR. F. W. KUMMER,
_ 12TH-FLOOR,
“« 48 WALL STREET,
NEW YORK, ‘N.Y. U.S.A.

——

—

PanaTz City cover withoui cachet was backstamped Cienfuegos 8 PM December 3rd.



FAM 6 Route Change Via Camaguey

tarting July 1930, FAM 6 was rerouted via Camaguey, omitting Havana.
However, Cuban postal service continued its no mail dispatch poiicy.

First Flight
¥iari-Camaugey
Vis F.AX. 6

George S. Hill
¢/o U.S. American Consul

Camaguey, Cuba.

St<'% 5 cent air mail postage. 5:30 AM dispatch earlier than before.

FEY AN - AN A A A A A 4

ST I-CAIAGULY

A L
Feiin.te '.'.-‘6

. Via First flicht

c/o Postmaster,

@ Camaguey, Cuba. E

LT LT "_”_’.’_‘

£ cent albino enveiope with pilot signature and 12 M, Jul 2 Camaguey backstamp.

. ﬁ))" lMr. Edgar C. Cantrell, .



FAM € Route Change Via Camaguey

A -~ Ay Ay A A - =
First direct dispatoh . ‘ '
SAX JUAN - CANAGURY
" Change of Schedule
July 2, 10,

‘-
/ —..

z Par Amn :
. By Air Mail
7

VIA AIR MAIL

Yr. Jaime Gonzalez

o/o Admdor. de Correos

Camagua?, Cuba. .

\

PN A & A & & 4

San Juan return flights started same day, Jul 2. Rate from U.S. islands, same.

o VIA AIR MAIL

Camaguey
Cuba

E : : ' Frank Herget
P 4 Postmaster

\ ey T F O Y £ 5 £
Sairt Thomas first dispatches later, on Jul 5. Reached Camaguey 11 AM, Jul 8.



FAM 5 Change in Express Route

With the new (to Pan Am) Commodore flying boats with longer range, the Express
Route mow headed straight south to the Canal Zone via Cienfuegos and Kingston.

- u' ] )
LA

HUGH C. PRIDDY
Box No. 72
Keyaville, Virginia.

FIRST FLISRT] -,
AIR MAIR]

o
QI FNFUEGUS

p————

HAIR MAIL %

Dispatched at 1:30 PM with black cachet, reached Cienfuegos for 6 PM backstamp.

A 4 &Y 4 G v o A

‘ 3277 FIRST FLIGHT| ;
= AlR MAIL . '
F-A.M. ROUTE 5 , .
MlAM' . CIENFLUEGDOS '] o 1
T Kineeron. | Mr. Bdgar C. Cantrell,
Lo pr TERTe c¢/o American Consul,
‘ oL et see,  Clenfuegos, Cuba. .
o i B el 2 e M

Rttt oSO 7 T

Exampie signed by pilot E. Schultz, also has less seen magenta official cachet.



FAM 5 Change 1in Express Route

e PEBV BT LR a Ve

DR, WALTER HESS

: NASBAU, »
' R Bahamas
A X!'No. 484

n =

‘ R TRy
<

o - L L, R S .., L P .

Registered cover from Nassau arrived in Miami Nov 29, connected with express.



Kingston dispatches to this new express route were not scheduled to begin
until Dec 10, a week after first flight north. Then flight arrived late.

c/o U.S. Cunsul,
Cienfuegoss, Cuba

Flight came too late to continue until 11th. Cienfuegos backstamp 11th.
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Cover to Havana was also delayed and it did not reach Cuba until the next day.
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Caribbean Airways, Ltd. Flight Kingston-Santiago de Cuba

Caribbean Airways, about to lose its contract to carry Jamaican air mails
to Cuba for inability to build air base at Kingston, got in one flight to
Santiago de Cuba on morning Pan Am inaugural flight was delayed until PM.

. L N
Friends Mission #7Mi
Port Antonio,Jal . B
ic"‘"'-.'m' - ‘-‘.-’%‘-:‘. 4
BY AIR MAIL]Y:

PAR AVION :§:!

Cover to Holguin was already postmarked DE 10 and given FAM 5 cachet for
the Pan Am flight. Mr Holland flew it to Santiago de Cuba in "Fairchild
monoplane,” where distinguishing backstamp, 1;30 pm Dec 10th, was added.



DO X Americas Flight

Foreign mail carried out of Brazil typically received 2200 Reis franking,
regardless of destination. Numerous stops were made in antilles and U.S.

g

on leaving San Juan, PAA radio reported Havana landing permission was not
granted because of Cuban revolution. Flight landed instead in Antillas.

Backstamps: Antillas, 7:30 PM Aug 21, Havana, 9:00 AM or 12:00 PM Aua 23.
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Unusual cover Para to Havana has Aug 6 postmark although DO X landed Aug’B and
did not leave again until Aug 18. An overnight stop turned into a long 10 day
layover, more repairs, and an engine change before DO X was ready to continue.

.




DO X Americas Fiignt

As the DO X came north through the Antilles, it picked up covers made for Cuba.

PAR AVION DO-X

. . »
-~ PR -
. - - W
. . e 0 3
-

/
\EiaNm51068 ?
__;————~—"'fffﬁj
Mr. G. P. Collier,
(////% ¢/o Mr. C. H. Warnmer,
: 025 | Apartado 1689,

Havana,

As marked on this cover, it was intended for DO X transmission on June 26th,
but was not held for the DO X. It was still in Rio, far behind its schedule.
The cover had been forwarded via Pan Am long before DO X arrival August 19th.

. AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO ‘
: 1
A.J,6AMACHD, 1
ST MARY'S ,STRTET , ST, JOHN'S ANTTWA B.¥.1,
. i

0 PPE  MEsSRg THE WEST INDIA OIL @C"IPANY,

amTIA®O, 1 -

instead of being delivered directly to Santiago de Cuba, backstamps show this
cover went into Havana and the revoiution before reaching its own destinatior.



- ¥irst Flight of the American Clipper
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Other colors were also used for the Miami cachets, such as on this black
cacheted cover, Dickason (Standard Airpost Catalog) to Garcia in Havana.
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Farst FligmT C7 The American Clipper

Basi! Rowe covers had cachets printed with ‘other colors than usual blue-green.
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SRy By amwT ANy AW A T
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‘ FIRST FLIGHT : VIA AIR MAIL
THE "AMERICAN CLIpPE 3" Ton dertonn  rways
CANAL ZONZ=—U.S.A. Cienfuegos, Guba
NOV. 25, 1031 |

Cover for Cienfuegos, where Cuban Phiiatelic Club was waiting for date to put
on cachet. On southbound trip cachet was made too early and wrong date shown.
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Kunz prepared cover from Colon to Miranda, Cuba was transmitted through Havana.
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Thnis

of the American Ciipper

L

Peer cover had the

correct 9d franking from Kingston to Cienfuegos.
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INTERNATIONAL AIR MAIL SERVICE FROM CUBA

Sociedad Colombo-Alemana de Transportes Aereos (SCADTA)
Roes ler-prepared covers for fliers' homeward flight from Cuba to Colombia used

SCADTA stamps bearing Cuban consular overprints with the letter "C". However,
there has been no evidence that these covers were flown on that return flignt.
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Another, maybe intended as registered cover, has SCADTA registered mail stamp.
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Resumec Route 1, Renamec FAM 4

'13‘ | c/o Postmaster,

.7,
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time between south- and northbound flights made round trip

cover possible.



inauguration of Resumed Route 1, Renamed FAM 4

Return flight from Havana 10 days later, delayed one day by wet weather.
Pan Am pilots Wells and Musick (not yet certified) used their new Fokker
trimotor, General Machado; this was the first regular service from Cuba.

Deliv
Del

Both black and magenta first flight cachets with signatures of Wells and
Musick. Franking with 1ine pairs of imperf stamps overpays 5 cent rate.

ABOGADD Y NOTARIO

! M. ALDAMA (AMisTAD) 134

TELFS. -5041, A-8978
 HABANA

— o S

First flight cover to New York with correct franking has unusual b]ue'cachet.



Inauguration of Resumed Route 1, Renamed FAM 4

{ Anticipating a return flight on the 19th, some collectors acted early.

HabmwKs

z:i*"'}“ﬂ"!ff’"‘!?"‘s

P eed
P .

5 Via First Flight
i AIR MAIL
©  Havana to Key West

WILLIAM H. AVERY

PH'I LATELIST
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Via Correo A‘ereu
Habana - ey West,
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| Li% no. 3@05 . England, '

Collector intended g.h'xs Reg1stered cover to Eng]and to be d1spatchea on return
fiight, but Sutton Coldfield backstamp Oct 31 shows its dispatch on a steamer.
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Caribbean Goodwill Tour

LINDRERGH DAY
YAVARA, CUBA

Mr. Arthur Barger
46 Cornhill

Boston, ME.BB.- UOSOAO

. ——— PR Y

Sent Lindbergh's arrival day before special stamp was put on sale.
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Greeting cover with special Lindbergh stamp was flown to Key West by the
- afternoon Pan Am flight. It also was signed by its Pilot, Edwin Musick.
L



Caribbean Goodwil] Tour

Between 50 and 75 of these covers with the boxed cachet were prepared each day
throughout Lindbergh's Havana visit to commemorate his activities and honors
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GOOD WILL TOUR

HABANA

WELCOME!
CcOL.

LINDBERGH
FEBRUARY 8-1928

'IBIENVENIDO!

¥r. Chas, W.Housman
638 Chesnut st.,
Bridgeville:

Jgennsa

-
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Feb 9: Lindbergh returned to Camp Columbia, where he superv1sed the tune -up of
the Spirit of Saint Louis and had a lunch at Officers' Club with Cuban pilots.
Later, he was guest of honor at a reception for 3000 guests at the US Embassy.

GOOD WILL TOUR

HABANA

VWELCOME!

el v
COL. 8 '\-\_w
LINDEERGH ¢:EZ>

FEERUARY 8-1928
IBIENVENIDO!

¥r. Wm, F. Housman.
Trust Bldg. - .
Steelm. Pa- U. 'SO A‘

First, the Province of Havana Medal struck to commemorate his
transatlantic flight. Then 50,000 people crammed into Central Park and packed
rooftops and balconies to see him receive keys to the city. Later, from Pres.
Machado, the Grand Cross of Order of Miguel de Cespedes, Cuba's highest honor.

Feb 10: Medals.
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Caribbean Goodwill Tour

He left Havana in low clouds at 2:26 AM, lost his way when two compasses became
eratic. After finding his position over Bahamas, he made direct track through
bad weather to Saint Louis. Only "We" could have made this flight before dark.

S [CORRC LIS kB

CINCO CEMNTAVD St

.Mt AGUSTIN GOYTISOLO
- /o Cuban Consulate
St. Louis. Mo.
U. S. A,

Cover purported to have been carried by Lindbergh or escort was postmarked in
Havana hours after Lindbergh left. Backstamp has an impossible arrival time.
Even the special Lindbergh cachet is not seen on other Havana welcome covers.
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ERVITID ATRED

Piece of cover by another unsuccessful collector confirms 6 AM postmark.



WIAE Dispatches from Santiago de Cuba

First dispatches from Santiago de Cuba after WIAE/Cuba contract were on Feb 24.
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PRIMER CORREQ AEREQ"

SANTIAGO DE CUBA
A Port AU Prince, (Harm)

iy ,x‘/ca,,m,n o )

Basil Rowe signed cover with purple postmark has special first flight cachets.
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COMPARIA AZUCARERA CENTRAL MIRANNA
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Another by Kunz reached Santo Domingo Feb 25 after overnight at Port au Prince.



WIAE Dispatches from Santiago. de Cuba

Although no U.S. mail could be sent from San Juan, Cuba could dispatch there.

PRIMER CORREO AEREO

SANTIAGQ DE CUBA A SAN JUAN DE P. R.

Austin Brewer *
HRoom 304 Oehoa .ﬂ/@
San Jaan, P R.

i PRIMER VIAJE AEREO
: CUBA. HAITI- SANTO DOMINGO. PTO. RICO
Acroplano * Santa Maria”

LA

Basil Rowe signed cover with purple Feb 23 postmark has first flight cachets.

[, " o L —

e

JOHN G. KUNZ

MIRANDA, ORIENTE

CUBA

e

Kunz cover to Ponce, Puerto Rico reached San Juan Feb 25 and Ponce on Feb 27.
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FAM

4 Accident

Pilot Fatt on northbound flight missed Key West and forced
to land in Gulf of Mexico. Rescue by SS Legionnaire crew.
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Minimaily damaged by water, but reguiring official seals to
close, this received cachet and was forwarded to addressee.
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Ancther more thorougn]y soaked and damaged cover backstanped Nashville Aug 18.



FAM 4 Change to Miami Terminal

FAM 4
LLAST FLIGHT
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GEO. T. STREET

KEY WEST

FLA.

ke its last dispatch to Key West until December 4th.
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FAM 4
FIRST FLIGHT
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December 5 on, ail flights went directly to Miami.

From




FAM 6 lnaugural Fiight Miami-San Juan

The only way Cuban collectors could dispatch mail on the outbound flight to the
other islands was to direct it to Miami by FAM 4, with U.S. stamps for postage.

“P.AM. 4 ROUTE

In comgiaation with g'
FO ® 6 e - :
'FIRST FLIGHT : FIRST FLiCE

LTI
INTERNATIO AR .

.. Rafael Oriol,
Aﬁrtadﬁ 1288,
Habana.

; : ‘ ‘ X “ "n\ ——r -D
=y < INTERNATIONAL

JNVAM, 6

»

sr. R. QRIOL,
c¢/0. Farmacia "CARIDAD",
Santiago de los Caballeros,
v Rep. Dominticana, —

Correct 12 cents U.S. air mail and regular postage for Dominican Republic maii.



Express Route to Cang: Zone

Cuba did not dispatch directly to express route. Had to use FAM 4 or 6 fTirst.

Piret garziew t
Pavane -Cristbbel G, o,
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Dual franking on cover from Cuba paid for flights to Miami and on to Cristobal.

¥



First South American Flight, LZ-127

Roessler "Fantastic Cover" intended delivery to a crew member on Graf Zeppelin
for subsequent flight to New York. Connection missed when Graf bypassed Cuba.
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h s ﬂ.. . jjf%fgfi(;jL |

g~ = - A S Albert Leichtv,

@ ' : Member . of the Brew

\ On Board The Zepvelin,
Havana, Cuba.

L. e e e e [ - r:

Reverse of cover has Cuban franking, including special delivery. Postmark was
MAY 28. Front has 12 cents U.S. postage and Havana receiving stamp of 26 MAY.
U.S. postage is cancelled with East Orange postmark JUN 4, probably on return.




FAM 4 Flights via Miami

Air mail went by air between Havana
and Miami but the contract did not
provide for air mail service when
it required service beyond Miami.
A sender had to provide correct
U.S. franking for this service.

1930 cover from Havana to
Cleveland using 5 centavos
Cuban with 5 cents U.S. for
continuing air mail in U.S.




First international Dispatch, Camaguey-Fam 6

fn May, 1931, Cuba PO and Pan Am finally came to an agreement on dispatch
of international air mail on FAM 5 and 6, first from Camaguey and Havana.
‘l‘ Both Camaguey and Havana cachets and postmarks were used on these covers,
but all FAM 6 dispatches can be identified by their Camaguey backstamps.
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To Castries, 39 covers.



First international Dispatch, Camaguey-Fam 6

CUBA.
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Mr. Henry C. iLeiator,
% U. S. Consul,
Paranaribo, Lu. Guiana.

To Paramaribo, 30 covers.



First i{nternational Dispatch, Camaguey-FAM 6
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To Saint Thomas, U.S. Virgin islands



JFirst International Dispatch, Camaguey-Fam 6

Dispatches alsc made to FAM 10, which was an extension of FAM 6.
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First international Dispatch, Camaguey-Fam 6
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To Santos.



First international Dispatch, Havana-FAM 5

The same day, Havana dispatched to FAM 5 with connections to FAM 8 and 9.
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First dispatch to Cozumel, 36 covers.

Via Airmail

¥r, Jos. W. Coffin
- 8olpn
Rep.de “gnams

To Colon, 30 covers.



First international Dispatch, Havana-FAM 5
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Cover to Curacao via Cristobal, C.Z.



First International Dispatch, Havana-FAM 5

|

Ty
[QPIE I

(I

(AR

cut
naNA

A

04
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arranquilla, Colombia,
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First international Dispatch, Havana-FAM 5

VIA AIR MAIL

Prinsr Correo Asreo,
vuba a wremico
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Mr. W. R. Patton
" Box 2384 -
" Winnipeg, Man,
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Cover to Winnipeg via the U,S.
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First International Dispatch, Havana-FAM 5

( Dispatches also made to FAM 9, FAM 8, as extensions of FAM 5, and to north.
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First Flight of the American Clipper

LY

\\ BARRANQUILLA - CRISTOBAL

= L&

Cienfuegos apo11ed 1ts f1rst f11ght cachet to southbound mail, not1ng the
postponement of city's first dispatch of air mail from Nov 17 to Nov 19.
However the flight from Mjami did not arrive until 1:30 on the 20th, too
late to arrive in Kingston before dark. Flight finally left on the 21st.
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Black cachet cover to Canal Zone; Again only six of these covers in existence.




First Flight of the American Clipper
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. - . | VIA AIR MAIL
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Mr. Leon Berman, ;i
E ¢/o American Consul, v
’ 2
Kingston, Jamica. =
=0 ll
AT A 5 S L5 5 @
Cover posted in Havana then had adequate time to connect with Lindbergh flight.
However, it must have reached Cienfuegos too late to be put through cacheting.
Flight reached Kingston Sat, 21st and spent night. Cover delivered Mon, 23rd.
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Sr.Jose R.lertinez,
¢/o J.F.Tod,
Myrtié Bank dolel,
Kingston,
Jeneice.

Another cover with correct 10 centavos postage to Kingston did receive cachet.




First Flight of the American Clipper

o Sr.Adolfo Duffo
Apartado 245
BOGOTA.
COLOMEIA.

Registered cover with the regular violet cachet, forwarded from Barranquilla to
Bogota. Special SCADTA stamps were no longer requ1red for air mail forwarding.
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First Flight of the American Clipper
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Cienfuegos northbound cachet did not 1ist the date; added later with handstahp.
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Cienfuegos cover with Miami cachet on back had a Lindbergh overprint stamp and
address for return flight. A handstamp shows postage insufficient for flight.
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Mexican and Guatemalan Stops Added to FAM 5
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Registered cover to Minatitlan, Dec 7, routed via Merida and Vera Cruz, Dec 6.
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Mexican and Guatemalan Stops Added to FAM 5
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Black Cuban and Guatemalan cachets on first Cuban dispatch to Puerto Barrios.
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Biue-green Cuban cachet on similar cover was received in Puerto Barrios Dec 5.
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Cozumel, Mexico Stop Added to FAM 5
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No special cachet on registered first Havana dispatch, one of only 44 carried.



First international Dispatch, Nuevitas-FAM 6 and 10

‘Nuevitas, near Camaguey had an excellent harbor for Pan Am's FAM € Commodores.
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Cover postmarked on the Nuevitas and Camaguey RPO flown to new Dominican stop.
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Similar cover to Haiti was recejved in poor condition and officially sealed.



First International Dispatch, Nuevitas-FAM 6 and 10
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Cover to Paramaribo received a black cachet for flight to South America.
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Another cover to U.S. overpa1d by 5 cents for Miami flight, has purple cachet.
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FAM 4 international Service

With internationa1 service on FAM 5 or 6, FAM 4 had outlived its first purpose.
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RA FAEL R. GARCIA

APARTADO 129
- HABANA
CUBA
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in 1932, FAM 4 could celebrate the fifth anniversary of 1its inaugural f11ghts.

Last trip on F.R.M.# 4
January 31.1933
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Gladwyne,Pa.

Then, in January, 1933, FAM 4 ended service with last flight piloted by Dewey.



INTERNATIONAL SKY TRAIN

Cuba's official air train project gave them an opportunity to test
a concept that would permit air mail delivery to a number of
destinations with pinpoint landing near the post office rather than
at a remote air field. A large aircraft towing several gliders
could drop each one off at its intended destination and continue
on, without stopping, to the next release point.

The concept was being promoted in the U.S. by Elias Lustig, who
sponsored a demonstration the year before. 1In it, a three glider
tow from New York dropped off gliders in Philadelphia, Baltimore
and Washington. These were to be the first international flights.

However, the U.S. Post Office Dept. chose not to participate in the
U.S.-Cuba part of the project. Therefore, the first f£light, from
Miami to Havana, was unofficial. It began with a DC-2 air liner
towing two Franklin PS-2 gliders via Key West to downtown Havana.
The loaded gliders, after some aerobatics to demonstrate their
airworthiness, landed on the Prado directly in front of the Capitol
building. :

The afternoon before the return flight the Cuban P.0. announced
that it would issue special stamps for the flight at 8 AM the next
morning. In one riotous hour after the stamp window opened, they
sold all of the stamps. The lucky buyers then made up covers for
the official flight, which went well without incident.



Precursor Flight in U.S.

Flight not sanctioned by the U.S.P.0., but it left New York at 10:44 AM, Aug 2.

THIS LETTRR
WAS CARRIED BY
MOTORLESS GLIDER
FROM NEW YORK CITY
TO PHILADELPHIA, PA,

“UERKET'S AIR MAIL COVER SERV! '
S AN, . CE" 3
W PAUK PLAGE HEWAGK, N, J, .

Glider carrying this cover disconnected and landed at Philadelphia to mail it.
Special 60 mm cachet has pilot's name error (middle name initial was E not A).

1 hereby certify that this cover
was carried by the 8lider Air Train
which left Floyd Bennett Air Field,

' 70:44 A. M., Aug. 2, 1934, and
 was ngmedég¥¢u:} iladelphia.

. C TZeee7 |
Postmark and this box on reverse certify flight.




. International Flight from Miami to Havana

120 covers with 2 cents franking mailed at 5:45 PM to box 1574 for this flight.

DOUGLAS P. BALL
408-10 Seybold Bldg.
MIAMI, FLORIDA
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AH except th1s were dehver‘ed to box by 11 PM on 13th.

Th1s although 1t was

cancelied 13th, got to the box the next morning, stiil in t1me for the flight.



International Flight from Miami to Havana

In addition, 22 special covers made for crew and 10 for U.S.
officials, however unable to get U.S.P.O. sanction for trip.
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Special cover for pilot Kein did not get Cuban P.O. clearance
for round trip at the last minute. Cuban cachet marked Nulo.



International Fiight from Miami to Havana
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Special cover with 10 PM postmar-k A M special delivery stamp.

10 PM Miami backstamp shows inmediate delivery to box.



International Flight from Miami to Havana

'

) - wa uwm‘-“r"*"‘"’”
DOUGLAS P. BALL | ST e @;
408-10 Seybold Bldg. l3( . }3 alkezr A

MIAMI, FLORIDA ;g“ ) iR
I \.793% fTV: DA e MR RS
' 8 Tl R w A N e 5 A s A4 =z
REPUBLICA '¢U,5A" 7 by certify thal ﬂu.l cover
C. J. DALE JecRETARIA oe Comausticationt..” » : is on. of a lolal of
F. 0. Box 714 PRIZER VUELO ‘ o covers fluwn by us by glider
HAVANA, cuaL 4 ’ from:.
- MIAMI To HAVANA
Box 157 MAY 14, 183S.

‘Miami
Floride, §A K% TRAIN
- : /dun LOT-FLIL
- A-JY 12 = j :uu%?
MAYOQ {£~-1838&. | !
(PILOTOL -CRIRARA du-POAT: | “ . ;

Sayneyeepra

s a7 TONN

Typical rejected cover had Cuban stamp cut out for reuse on official flight cover.



international Flight from Havana to Miami

perforated imperforated

Cuban P.O. issued specially overprinted stamps for the flight on short notice in
the previous afterncon's paper. By 9 AM next morning, all stamps were sold out.

only major variety is double overprint (200 stamps).
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International Flight from Havana to Miami
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Typical of the many Miami addressed covers, sent to promoters' box number with
pilots' signatures also official Cuban cachet. 4023 Miami dispatches counted.



international Flight from Havana to Miami
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Another Miami dispatch with hand cancel and more frequently seen 5:30 PM time.
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Another Bustamante cover is franked with

a block of four imperforated stamps.
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international Flight from Havana to Miami

Miami forwarded covers without backstamps, but this received a Miami backstamp.
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No other covers were addressed and forwarded to Aruba, according to P.O. count.
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international Flight from Havana to Miami
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One of 373 covers to New York, this is signed by glider pilots and Augustin Parla, first to
fly Key West to Cuba, and in whose honor flight was made. He flew as copilot of tow plane.
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One of 38 Washington, D.C. covers, and both perforated and imperforated stamps.
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International Flight from Havana to Miami
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Flight will long be remembered in Cuba, as 25th anniversary was honored by this.



CUBA'’S OFFICIAL POSTAL ROCKET

Cuba's postal rocket program stands out ahead of all of the other early rocket
programs of the world because it was the only one to be endorsed and backed by
a national postal system. It was established to examine the feasibility of a
rocket system that could send postal rockets from Havana to any other regional
post office in Cuba.

This collection focuses on experiments carried out in early October, 1939 when
the characteristics and performance of the pictured rocket were studied during
three pre-test launches to specify the best configuration for an official test
vehicle. The president of the rocket commission, Dr. Tomas Terry, is pictured
holding the C-1 rocket. Business aspects of the project were a responsibility
of Cesar Carvallo of the Cuban postal system. Technical matters were left to
pyrotechnies expert, A. V. Funes. American representation in this project was
provided by a well known rocket philatelist, Fred W. Kessler and his wife.

Covers actually flown on the three pre-test launches are the key items in this
exhibit, because only a small number flew on each: respectively 60, 21, and 15
or 16. For the official launch, 3000 covers and cards were prepared. Next, a
sample of only 209 was launched and then mixed back with the others to prevent
their identification. Various stamps, varieties of stamps, cachets, souvenir
sheets and cancellations were used both privately and officially by the postal
service. They appear on covers and cards for the rocket launches and its many
anniversaries as well as on regular mail.



First Pre-Test Launch
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First test planned as a flight between provinces of Matanzas and Havana. 1903
Matanzas tax stamp was overprinted, used as franking on specially made covers.
Launch actually made on army's Miramar firing range, however, rocket exploded.
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DR. TOMAS A. TERRY. PRESIDENTE DE LA
COMISION PRO-PRIMER COHETE POSTAL.
APARTADO 1222
HABANA




Second Pre-Test Launch

Instability of first test explosion was corrected by arranging 6 rocket motors
around middle of rocket. Resulted in a successful second flight of 500 meters
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Dr. Tomas A. Terry

Habanae.
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For this flight, special stamps were made from gummed labels nand stamped with
C1, the rocket designration, and a price, 25C. Two colors of _abels were used.

Dr, Tomas Ae. Teryy

Hebana.
24 pre Ensayo
Octe 3=1939.
The original cacnet was used again with the date overstamped I:r the Jetider :
flight dzte. A largs 3 ooliterated original day. 'ro. oSetler thnan late stamp

.



Third Pre-Test Launch

Another successful launch occurred this flight. However, at altitude, strong
contrary winds caught rocket and blew it over open sea, where it chuted down.

Different special stamps were used for this flight. Basic labels have smooth
borders with rounded corners and three lines of print. Agzin two colors used.

Most of these covers were unaddressed.
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Third Pre~Test Launch
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Third trial cover has hybrid stamp with same label as second trial, but with a
handstamped three lines of print, matching third trial, and no diagonal lines.
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Reports differ on whether 15 or 16 covers were carried. This water damaged
cover may be the reason for the difference. Others do not show any damage.



Official Test Launch

The first officially issued rocket stamp was printed by the Cuban Post Office,
using an overprint, "E i

"Experiment of the - - Postal - - Rocket - - Year of 1939"
added to 200,000 especially printed 10 centavo green national air mail stamps
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Although 3000 cards and covers Were prepared for the flight, only 200 of them,
were placed in a packet to be carrisd

Those 200 are not distinguishable from
the others, so any one may have been carried. Special cachet was used on most



Official Test Launch

The launch had a renewal of the stability problem as the rocket nosedived into
the ground on a twisting path that covered only 15 meters. Although skepties
considered this a disaster, much technology had been learned from experiments.
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Of the total posting, there were also 50 registered covers and 500 cards. All
were given cachets designed by Alicia Kessler, wife of U.S. rocket enthusiast.
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Another registered cover has handstamps in red.



Official Test Launch

Special commemorative cards designed by Mrs. Kessler were'prepared for test.
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Handstamp instead of machine was used for the official cancellation on cards.
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Official cachet was applied to the reverse of the cards for better appearance.



Official Test Launch

Although not official, left over Matanzas overprints were
brought out once more for official and unofficial covers.
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This one was used in combination with a regular stamp for
meeting air mail rate, even though transmitted to Havana.
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Another was used on this card which was cancelled unofficially with a "CASINO
DEPORTIVO" handstamp. An official cancellation was also applied to the front
and the official cachet, blue rather than black, applied to the reverse side.



Official Test Launch
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A souvenir sheet, based on Mrs. Kessler's cach2t and
selling for 29 centavos, was printed and sold =y the
rocket commission for more money to aid the project.



Official Test Launch
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Some of the official stamps were later used on regular zir mail letters.



First Anniversary of Test Launch

First anniversary of official flight was again time for covers.
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A special souvenir sheet picturing the official stamp was used
on this cover and official cancellation applied at Havana P.O.

Rafael R. Garcisa,
Apartado 129,
Hebana, Cuba.

Balph Brombach,

34 E, Willow Grove Ave.,
Chestnut Hill,

Phile., Pa., U. S. A.
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Official stamp used on anniversary cover with two cachets, one preprinted and
attached, the other a handstamp. Cancellation, Campo Experimental handstamp.



First Anniversary of Test Launch
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Another similar souvenir sheet was printed and sold
for the first anniversary for the same 20 centavos.




Fifth Anniversary of Test Launch

A Matanzas stamp was again used for the fifth anniversary, probably by Ernesto
Bello, director for TB stamp programs and member of postal rocket commission.
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Medical and postal rocket cachets as well as Matanzas overprint, cance
Vieja Bermeja, Matanzas province, near Havana border site originally planned.



XV Anniversary of Test Launch

This was an occasion for a new souvenir sheet featuring the Kessler cachet and
this special hand stamp rocket cachet, both provided by the "Club Filatelico."
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Postal service cancelled cover has signatures of Luis Angulo, president of the
club; Ernesto Bello; Cesar Carvallo, chief of the postal service department of
international service; and Tomas Terry, as president of the rocket commission.
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Block of Matanzas stamps shows the dividing line in the overprinted sheets. The
first four rows were overprinted, the last two not. This block has two of each.
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Anniversary of Test Launch

The XV anniversary postal rocket cachet was used again on the occasion of the
launching of a rocket from a jet airplane at Cuba's General Batista airport.
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Franking was provided by a Clara Maass comemorative stamp or thi
also features the caricature of Dr. Tomas Terry and the pos:zl
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