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Background:

This exhibit provides a comprehensive view of the philately of the period in Cuba’s history when it
struggled to free itself from Spanish and then American domination. This process began with the Ten
Year’s War which began in 1868. It continued with the Spanish American War in 1898 and culminated
with the withdrawal of the U.S. forces in 1902 and the subsequent weaning of dependency on the U.S.
for stamp printing needs twelve years later in 1914,

Exhibit plan and highlights:

Spanish Mail

The exhibit begins with the Spanish viewpoint. It covers the two major insurrections and
includes one of the three recorded examples of the Bayamo provisional stamp (Prar ts and Kouri,
1997, Cuban Philatelist). Also included are franked covers from Spanish troops and two examples
of the elusive Prisoner of War covers - one with all three known POW frankings.

Cuban Revolutionary Mail

The exhibit then turns to the viewpoint of the Cuban revolutionaries. Included is one of three
known proofs of the Cuban revolutionary stamp of 1874 (Kouri, 2005). The second and third
largest multiples of this same stamp are shown (Garcia Frutos, 2001, Kouri, 2007). Three of the six
recorded imperforate on the left side errors of the 1895 five centavo revolutionary stamp are
included (Kouri, 2007). Finally, shown are four examples of covers of the revolutionary stamps
used in the field. There are only twenty five recorded covers of these stamps with many in the
Cuban Postal Museum. (Kourd, 2006, Cuban Philatelist)

Transitional Period

The brief transitional period when no single postal administration held sway over the entire
island is the source of some of the rarest Cuban stamps - the Puerto Principe Provisional Issue
and the Gibara Provisional Postmark. Included in this exhibit is the largest assemblage of these
stamps and covers put together to date (¥. Kouri, P. Robertson, and I Prats, 2008).

1.S. Administration

The exhibit then turns to the philatelic material generated by the U.5. involvement in
Cuba’s affairs. It begins by showing two examples of mail delivery prohibition covers and
follows with one of the earliest recorded covers mailed from the invasion beach in Cuba . The
exhibit covers this period separating the material into U.S. issues used in Cuba, U.S. issues
overprinted for use in Cuba, stamps issued by the U.S. for use in Cuba and finally free franking
examples. Included in this section of the exhibit are four very scarce U.S. overprinted stamps:
Type 11 variety of the 10¢ overprint (Scott #226A), the missing “Cuba” 10c value (Scott
#226b), 2¢ on 2¢ inverted overprint (Scott #222Ad) and the inverted overprint of the 2¢
postage due stamp (Scott #J2a). Also shown is the only recorded cover with the 10c overprint
displaced so that the “Cuba” is on the bottom. The 1900 “Special Printing” full set is included
and one of the scarce items in Cuba’s philately, the 2 cent booklet pane of the Issue of 1899
{Scott #228b), is also shown.

Cuban Republic

The exhibit ends with the efforts of the Cuban Republic to wean itself from the U.S. influence
over its postal system. The small die proofs of the Issues of 1905-7 shown include the only
recorded example of the 3 cent value and one of two known examples of the 10c Special
Delivery stamp (Jglesias, 2007). Other rare items include one of two recorded covers with a 2 cent
bisect of the issue of 1905-7 and the 2 cent imperforated value of the same issue on cover
(Iglesias, 2007). A complete set of the inverted center Patriots Issue stamps is included. The
exhibit finishes with a selection of sunken die proofs of the first stamps printed in Cuba, the
Mapita Issue.
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