Covers From 1939 Cuban Rocket Trials

By Robert B. Spooner (#8397)
9% ECRI, 5200 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, Pa. 19462

The 1930s saw much international
activity on privately supported rocket
experiments, many financed in part
by unofficial covers used as payloads.
Among these programs, the Cuban
rocket trials of 1939 under the direc-
tion of Dr. Tomas Terry and the Club
Filatelico de la Republica de Cuba
stands out. Their primary purpose
was eventually to develop a postal
rocket and the Cuban postal admini-
stration was the first official body
to support such a program, (1) Cuba
even issued an offical airmail stamp,
Scott C31, to be used on covers flown
on the culminating f{light. In con-
trast, the first official U.S. “mis-
sile mail” flight was not until 1959
when a2 Regulus missile launched
from the USS Barbero off the coast
of Florida carried mail to the naval
base at Mayport, Fla. (2)

The official Cuban trial, as would
be expected, was preceded by a
series of three experimental launches,
which studied the characteristics of
their rocket and gave improving re-
sults. For each experiment, special
stamps and covers were prepared
and carried on the trial launches. The
covers were limited in number be-
cause of the size of the first rocket,
the C-1, which was made for the
club by a pyrotechnics expert, Prof.
Antonio V. Funes and Du Pont. (1, 3)
1t was 75 centimeters long, about the
size of a coast guard rescue rocket,
and was not expected to be a proto-
type rocket for regular postal use.
The trial launch covers are, there-
fore, in much demand.

The first experimental flight on
October 1, 1939 had been planned
originally as an interprovincial test
across the border between Havana
and Matanzas provinces, A 25 cen-
tave 1903 Matanzas tax stamp was
selected for test covers and over-
printed in two lines, “PRIMER CO-
HETE ABRO — 1839 First trial
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covers also had a special cachet and
a double circle cancellation. “CAM-
PO EXPERIMENTAL HABANA, CU-
BA,” which were used for all three
experiments, The stamps are cata-
logued as Cuba 1Al and the covers
as IC1 in the Bllington-Zwisler Rocket
Mail Catalog. (4) Kronstein also de-
scribes these stamps and covers. (5)
‘When a suitable border launch site
could not be found, all of these tests
were conducted at the army’'s Fifth
Avenue firing range on the seacoast
in Miramar -—and just as well, as
the first test rocket exploded and
the instability it created allowed the
rocket to.travel only 12 meters. (6, 7)
Although 70 covers were flown, 10
were damaged and only 60 remain.
Stamps for the second experiment
on October 3 were made from both
red and blue gummed labels, diagonal-
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Cover from second rocket flight, with datestamp. Lower right inset — Hybrid
stamp used on third rocket flight cover.

ly divided into upper and lower fields
by a double line. The upper field
has the rocket designation, Cl1, stamp-
ed in red. The lower field has the
price, 25C. E.Z. identifies these
stamps as 2A1. The 21 covers frank-
ed with these stamps, designated
2C1 (2Cla with a Habana back-
stamp), and flown in the rocket ex-
hibit other changes from the first
test covers. The cancellations have
a purple number “3” stamped over
the original date and most of the
cachets have their original dates
overstamped with a large number
“3” in purple,

The illustrated October 3 cover is

an exception that has-not previously -

been reported. An ordinary date
stamp was used to obliterate the
original date in the cachet, but with-
out much success. This is probably
why the other covers have the large
“3”  which is much more effective.
This cover could be a candidate for
catalog number 2Clb because of this
difference. All of the covers of both
types that I have seen have typed
addresses to Dr. Terry.

For the second flight, Sr. Funes
overcame the stability problem by
arranging six rocket motors in pairs
around the middle of the rocket. The

NOVEMBER, 1988

result was a successful flight over
a distance of more than 500 meters.
The flight was dedicated to the

Dr. Tomas Terry with C-1 rocket

“Marilyn’™,

named in honor of his
daughter, ’
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Water-damaged cover from October 8 flight. Backstamp is shown in lower

right inset.

famous Cuban pioneer aviator, Do-
‘mingo Rosillo, (7) who witnessed the
flight along with the club president,
Luis Anguilo. (6)

For the third pretest on QOctober
8, different labels, again both red
and blue, were used for most covers.
They have no diagonal, but are
stamped in purple in three lines
reading, “C 1 25C — 8 OCT 1939 —
3R ENSAYO.” These stamps carry
the BE-Z designation 3A1. The cancel-
lation no longer has the original day,
1o, in the center, so there is no need
for an overstamp as for the second
flight. The cachets are updated with
large purple 8s, and the covers are
catalogued as 3Cl. Most of these re-
ported covers I have seen are un-
addressed.

The pictured October 8 cover is
especially interesting because of an
incident during the flight, which was
dedicated to another Cuban pioneer
aviator, Agustin Parla. (7) The
rocket took off at high speed and
good direction; but, after reaching
some altitude was caught by strong
contrary winds and blown off course
so that it came down in the open sea
about 200 meters from the launch
point. (6, 7) The water damage evi-
dent in this cover is, perhaps, the
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reason for reports of 15 and 16 cov-
ers carried on this flight. (4, 5, 7)

This cover was also backstamped
with an Admon. de Correos Habana

Just pull the Alarm ring and a shrill
105 db Screamer Alarm will go off.
It cannot be stopped wuntil you put
back the Alarm ring. Use one 89-Volt
Battery (Not Included). It Is battery-
operated, so it will operate any place,
any time. Always with you and your
keys. Sleep without nightmares. You
can save your and your family’s Iife.

Price $12.95 each
or two for $20.00

We pay postage, sorry mo COD's.

Vaso Nagl Corporation
P.0. Box 462
Dolton, Xl 60419
Ph. (312) 436-4350

hand stamp dated October 8, 1939,
which is clear. and sharp in contrast
to the washed-out appearance of the
front, Close examination shows no
discernable difference between parts
of the postmark in different areas
o! the cover. The postmark should,
however, qualify the cover for cata-
loging as 3Clb.

Into this nice orderly scene, which
is well catalogued, appeared a hybrid
stamp on some October 8 covers. It
could be considered as a variety of
the October 8 stamps, Its basic stamp
was a red label, as used for the
second experiment, but without the
double diagonal line. The wording is
identical with that used to overstamp
the third pretest stamps. This variety
should thus qualify as a new stamp,
such as 3A2 and the cover franked
by it as 3C2.

*
REFERENCES

When this article was in its plan-
ning stage, two other October 8 cov-
ers with this same variety stamp ap-
peared, one in Zimmerman's June 13,
1987 auction catalog as lot 768 and
the other in R, del Campo's stock.
The Zimmerman cover was address-
ed in longhand to Jose Taiso (sp?)
at the Adm. Correos in Havana. The
other is unaddressed. Are there other
examples of this stamp? With only
15 or 16 covers carried, there can-
not be many,

(This author is very grateful for
the information .supplied by Mark
Tyx and Ernesto Cuesta and for the
help and comments of Dr. M. A.

Chiong, William Jomes, Dr. Max
Kronstein, Pedro Rodriguez, and
Lecta Wambold, who also reviewed

this report.)
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Covers From 1939 Cuban Rocket Trials

By Robert B. Spooner (#8397)
% ECRI, 5200 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, Pa. 19462

The 1930s saw much international

activity on privately supported rocket-

experiments, many. financed -in part
by unofficial covers used as payloads.
Among these programs, the Cuban
rocket trials of 1939 under the direc-
tion of Dr, Tomas Terry and the Club
Filatelico- de I  Republica de Cuba
stands out. Their primary purpose
was eventually to develop a postal
rocket and the Cuban postal admini-
stration wag the first official body
to support such a program. (1) Cuba
even issued an offical airmail stamp,
Scott C31, to be used on covers flown
on  the culminating flight. In con-
trast, the first -official U.S. “mis-
sile mail” flight was not until 1959
when @ Regulus missile  launched
from the USS Barbero off the coast
of Florida carried mail to the naval
base at Mayport, Fla. (2)

The official Cuban trial, as would
be expected, was preceded by a
series of three experimental launches,
which studied the characteristics of
their rocket and gave improving re-
sults. For each experiment, special
stamps and covers were prepared
and carried on the trial launches. The
covers were limited in number be-
cause of the size of the first rocket,
the C4, which was made for the
club by ‘a pyrotechnics expert, Prof.
Antonio V. Funes and Du Pont. (1, 3)
It wias 75 centimeters long, about the
size of a coast guard rescue rocket,
and was not expected to be a proto-
type rocket for regular postal use.
The trial launch -covers are, there-
fore, in much demand.

The first experimental flight on
October 1, 1939 had been planned
originally as an interprovincial test
across the border between Havana
and Matanzag. provinces. A 25 cen-
tavo 1903 Matanzas tax stamp was
selected for test covers and  over-
printed in two lines, “PRIMER CO-
HETE ABRO — 1939 First trial
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covers also had a special cachet and
a double circle cancellation. “CAM-
PO EXPERIMENTAL HABANA, CU-
BA,” which were used for all three
experiments, The stamps ware cata-
logued as Cuba 1Al and the covers
as 1C1 in the Ellington-Zwisler Rocket
Mail Catalog, (4) Kronstein also de-
scribes these stamps and covers. (5)
When a suitable border launch site
could not be found, all of these tests
were conducted at the army's Fifth
Avenue firing range on the seacoast
in Miramar -—and just as well, as
the first test rocket exploded and
the instability it created allowed the
rocket to. travel only 12 meters. (6, 7)
Although 70 covers were flown, 10
were damaged and only 60 remain.
Stamps for the second experiment
on October 3 were made from both
red and blue gummed labels, diagonal-
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Cover from second rocket flight, with datestamp. Lower right inset — Hybrid
stamp used on third rocket flight cover.

ly divided into upper and lower fields
by a double line. The upper field
has the rocket designation, Cl, stamp-
ed in red. The lower field has the
price, 25C. E.Z, identifies these
stamps as 2Al1. The 21 covers frank-
ed with these stamps, designated
2C1 (2Cla with a Habana back-
stamp), and flown in the rocket ex-
hibit other changes from the first
test covers. The cancellations have
a purple number “3” stamped over
the original date and most of the
cachets have their original dates
overstamped with a large number
“3” in purple.

The illustrated October 3 cover is
an exception that has-not previously
been reported. An ordinary date
stamp was used to obliterate the
original date in the cachet, but with-
out much success. This is probably
why the other covers have the large
“3”, which is much more effective.
This cover could be a candidate for
catalog number 2C1lb because of this
difference, All of the covers of both
types that I have seen have typed
addresses to Dr. Terry.

For the second flight, Sr. Funes
overcame the stability problem by
arranging six rocket motors in pairs
around the middle of the rocket. The

NOVEMBER, 1988

result was a successful flight over
a distance of more than-500 meters.
The flight was dedicated to the

.

Dr. Tomas Terry with C-1 rocket

“Marilyn”,
daughter,

named in honor of his
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Water-damaged cover from October 8 flight. Backstamp is shown in lower

right inset.

famous Cuban pioneer aviator, Do-
mingo Rosillo, (7) who witnessed the
flight along with the club president,
Luis Anguilo. (6)

For the third pretest on October
8, different labels, again both red
and blue, were used for most covers.
They have no -diagonal, but are
stamped in purple in three lines
reading, “C 1 25C — 8 OCT 1939 —
3R - ENSAYO.” These” stamps carry
the B-Z designation 3A1. The cancel-
lation no longer has the original day,
lo, in the center, so there is no need
for an overstamp as for the second
flight. The cachets are updated with
large purple 8s, and the covers are
catalogued as 3Cl. Most of these re-
ported covers I have seen are un-
addressed.

The pictured October 8 cover is
especially interesting because of an
incident during the flight, which was
dedicated to another Cuban pioneer
aviator, Agustin Parla. (7) The
rocket took off at high speed and
good direction; but, -after reaching
some -altitude was caught by strong
contrary winds and blown off course
so that it came down in the open sea
about 200 meters from the launch
point. (6, 7) The water damage evi-
dent in this cover is, perhaps, the
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reason for reports of 15 and 16 cov-
ers carried on this flight. (4, 5, 7)

This cover was also backstamped
with an Admon. de Correos Habana
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hand stamp dated -October 8§, 1939, When this article was in .its plan-
which is clear.and sharp in contrast ning stage, two-other October 8 cov-
to the washed-out appearance of the - ers with:this same variety stamp ap-
front, Close examination shows no peared, one in Zimmerman's June 13,
discernable - difference between parts 1987 auction catalog as lot 768 and
of the postmark in different areas - the other in R. del Campo’s stock,
of the cover. The postmark should, The Zimmerman cover was address-
however, qualify ‘the cover for cata- ed in longhand ‘to Jose Taiso (sp?)~
loging as 3C1b. at the Adm. Correos in Havana. The

Into-this nice orderly scene, which ~Other is unaddressed. Are there other
is well catalogued, appeared a hybrid = eXamples of this stamp? With only
stamp ‘on some October 8 covers. It ° 13 or 16.covers carried, there can-
could be considered as a variety ot Dot be many.
the October 8 stamps, Its basic stamp (This “author is very grateful for
was a. red label, as used for the  the’ information supplied by  Mark
_second  experiment, but without the Tyx and Ernesto Cuesta and for the
double diagonal line, The wording is - help and comments of Dr. M. A.-
identical with that used to overstamp i 114 y
the third pretest stamps. This variety Chmng,. William Jones,; Dr. Max
should thus- qualify as a new stamp, Kronstein,  Pedro Rodrlguez and
such as 3A2 and the cover franked  Lecta Wambold, who also rewewed
by it as 3C2. ’ this report.) -
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Cuban Rocket Trials: Three Unusual CéVefs from Experimental Launches

5/\/ f?oé&jﬂj OTNES, «{S@&@gfg’@%?
The 1930s saw much international activity on privately supported rocket
experiments, many financed in part by unofficial covers used as payloads. Among
these programs, the Cuban rocket trials of 1939 under the direction of Dr. Tomas
Terry and the Club Filatelico de la Republica de Cuba stand out. Their primary
purpose was eventually to develop a postal rocket and the Cuban postal
administration was the first official body to support such a program.1 Cuba
even issued an official airmail stamp, Scott C-31, to be used on covers flown on
the cuiminating flight. 1In contrast, the first official U.S. "missile mail"
flight was not until 1959 when a regulus missile launched from the USS Barbero

off the coast of Florida carried mail to the naval base at Mayport, Florida.?

The official Cuban trial, as would be expected, was preceded by a series of
three experimental launches, which studied the characteristics of their rocket
and gave improving results. For each experiment, special stamps and covers were
prepared and carried on the trial launches. The covers were limited in numbers
because of the size of the first rocket, the C-1, which was made for the club by
a pyrotechnics expert, Prof. Antonio V. Funes and Du Pont.1s3 It was 75
centimeters long, about the size of a coast guard rescue rocket, and was not
expected to be a prototype rocket for regular postal use. The trial launch

covers are, therefore, in much demand.

The first experimental flight on October 1, 1939 had been planned originally as
an interprovincial test across the border between Havana and Matanzas provinces.
A 25 éentavo Matanzas tax stamp was selected for test covers and overprinted in
two lines, "PRIMER COHETE AEREO -- 1939." First trial covers also had a special
cachet and a double circle cancellation, "CAMPO EXPERIMENTAL HABANA, CUBA,"
which were used for all three experiments. According to Ellington-Zwisler
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(E—Z),u the stamps are cataloged as Cuba 1A1 andvthe covers as 1C1. Kronstein
also describes these stamps and covers.’? When a suitable border launch site
could not be found, all of these tests were conducted at the army's Fifth Avenue
firing range on the seacoast in Miramar - and just as well; the first test
rocket motor exploded and the instability it created allowed the rocket to
travel only 12 meters.6’7 Although 70 covers were flown, 10 were damaged and

only 60 remain.

Stamps for the second experiment on October 3 were made from both red and blue
gummed labels, diagonally divided into upper and lower fields by a double line,
as shown by the figure. The upper field has the rocket designation, C1, stamped
in red. The lower field has the price, 25C. E-Z identifies these stamps as
281. The 21 covers franked with these stamps, designated 2C1 (2Cla with a
Habana backstamp), and flown in the rocket exhibit other changes from the first
test covers. The cancellations have a purple number "3" sﬁamped over the |
original date and most of the cachets have their original dates overstamped with

a large number "3" in purple.

The pictured October 3 cover is an exception that has not previously been
reported. An ordinary date stamp was used to obliterate the original date in
the cachet, but without much success. This is probably why the other covers
have the large "3", which is much more effective. This cover could be
considered a candidate for catalog number 2C1b because of this difference. All

of the covers of both types that I have seen have typed addresses to Dr. Terry.

For the second flight, Sr. Funes overcame the stability problem by arranging six
rocket motors in pairs around the middle of the rocket. The result was a

successful flight over a distance of more tham 500 meters. The flight was
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dedicated to the famous aviator, Rosillo, who witnessed the flight along with

the Club President, Luis Angulo.

For the third pretest on October 8, different labels, again both red and blue,
were used for most covers. As shown by the second figure; they have no
diagonal, but are stamped in purple in three lines reading, "C 1 25C -- 8 OCT
1939 -~ 3R EﬁSAYO." These stamps carry the E-Z designation 3A1. The
cancellation no longer has the original day, lo, in the center, so there is no
need for an overstamp as for the second flight. The cachets are updated with
large purple 8 stamps and covers are cataloged as.3C1. Most of these reported

covers I have seen are unaddressed.

The pictured October 8 cover is especially interesting because of an incident
during the flight. The rocket took off at high speed and good direction; but,
after reaching some altitude was caught by strong contrary winds and blown off
course so that it came down in the open sea about 200 meters from the launch
point.6'7 The water damage evident in this cover is, perhaps, the reason for

reports of 15 and 16 covers carried on this flight.u’5’7

This cover was also backstamped with an Admon. de Correos Habana hand stamp
dated October 8, 1939, which is clear and sharp in contrast to the washed-out
appearance of the front. Close examination shows no discernable difference
between parts of the postmark in different areas of the cover. The postmark

‘should, however, qualify the cover for cataloging as 3C1b.

Into thisvnice orderly scene, which is well cataloged, appeared the stamp on the
third cover. Since it was used on an October 8 cover, it could be considered as
a variety of the October 8 stamps. Its basic stamp was a red label, as used for
the second experiment, but without the double diagonal line. The wording is
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identical with that used to overstamp the third pretest stamps.This variety
should thus qualify as a new stamp, such as 3A2 and the cover franked by it as

3C2.

When this article was in its planning stage, two other October 8 covers with
this same variety stamp appeared, one in Zimmerman's June 13, 1987 auction
catalog as lot 768 and the other in R. del Campo‘s stock. The Zimmerman cover
was addressed in longhand to Jose Taiso (sp?) at the Adm. Correos in Havana.
The other is unaddressed. Are there other examples of this stamp? With only 15

or 16 covers carried, there cannot be many.

(This author is very grateful for the information supplied by Mark Tyx and
Ernesto Cuesta and for the help and comments of Dr. M.A. Chiong, William Jones,
Dr. Max Kronstein, Pedro Rodriguez, and Lecta Wambold, who also reviewed this

report.)
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