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_ss9 first day cover of the world's first rocket stamp

as addressed to him at the time,

and duplicales were sold generally at a whopping 60¢ cach following
the ﬂight. Today's figure is almost that many dollars.

ﬂm‘kgg ound And De- . !oment

éf? The Cuban Postal 14+

sxper iment Of

Lot

October 339

Dr. Tomas A. Terry

The day is not far .
special mi nlho\ and hear:
will know that our messag,

~stant when after depositing our lefter in a
- a it
“as arrived ot its destination in Furope.

¢ while later an infernal noise, we

This would be perfectly posso.ce this very moment, since the remotely

controlled projectiles can cre-s
would. only be necessary to add a

ohbtain this result in the postal sy

These demonstrations might at

this was exactly what The Philatelic Club of Cuba for---

the Athe.oe in less 30 minules. Tt
packct - letheps o it in order to
stem.,

v peaple. but
w and come-

present astonizp o

memaorated in advance 27 years ago.

We do not pretend of course, to,
have invenled the process w hich !
goes back to the limits of prehis-
tory, which as a principle we owe
to Newton in his third law for mo-
tion ‘of hodics.

Neither was it practiced original-
ly by us as a system of postal
transportation which was carried
out for the first time in Austria in
1931 based on the correspondence
of scientists Franz Von Moefft and
Hermann Oberth concerning the
possibilities of transporting letiers
at speeds above the 600 miles in-
dicated as the limit of speed of pro-
peller-- driven airplanes.

Not taking inio account some
suggestions and even attempts to
transport messages by rocket car-
ried out durmg the last cenlury,
we can fix as an example and
point of departure for present dem-
onstrations the work carried on

1931 sending 192 letters 'Ima was
Hollowed by “other trials m(h great-!
‘er or less success.

! Finding il impossible to oblain
olficial support for this enterprise _
he proposed to continue in his cost- i~

+

ets in which he sent in each case
some 150 to 200 covers franked with
a series of stamps and very showy
private labels which were sold for
this purpose, and by means of
which he underwrote a portion ef
the cost of said {rials.

In later years these mailings
were carried out almost exclusive-
ly for financial gain by unscrupu-
lous promoters in Germany, Eng-
land, India, France, Holland, Bel-
gium, and in some cases the Unit-
ed States, which commercialism
soon did away with the great popu-
larity and enthusmsm whlch had

w 1At

“

|
i

ily experiments by making use of |
‘new models of seven - pound rock-!

Here there arose the plan to do =

that nidling otferdly wiueh desite
Lecamie possible with the coopera-
ton of understapding officials.

Az a first =lep. it was agreed by
Presidential Decree No. 2330 dated
Seplember I, 1939 to surcharge
200.000 stamps of the domestie air-
mail 10¢ (Seott No. CLb with a col-
or change to emerald green, !

At the same time the construe- |
tion of the rackel prcecded in:
charge of a well - known pyro-
technician who to the best of his
knowledze and understanding  did
all he could within the limits of
the resvurces at his disposal. '

When the rocket was [inished, .
three preliminary trials were cur-
ried out on the first, third, and .
cighth of October (two of which
were completely successful), They
contained respectlively 60, 21, and
15 covers franked with stamps and
private labels which today consti-
tute great rarities.

The official launching took place
on the morning of Sunday, Oclober !
13 at the shooling range of the .
Sports Casino with the symbolic
transportation  of 2381 covers
franked with the referred to special
stump. That first trial did net re-i
sull in success.

Already it was ealled. Texperi-,
ment” in the very surcharge of the
new stamp which was added with’
foresight and with the same pessi-;
mism as in the case of the first of--
ficial airmuil stamp (Experimen-
«. Posta Acread issued in Haly for

+¢ Rome « Turin airline, !

For the moment and for {hose
understund |

Y10 neither know nor

49)

(Continued on  page
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Neither was i proctoed original.
ly by uz az a syztem of postal
Lransportation which was carried
aut for the first time in Austria in

of seientists Franz Von Maoclft and
CHermann Oberth coneerning the

peller - driven airplanes.

Not taking inlo account some
sugpestions and even attempts to
transport messages by rocket car-
ried out during the last century,
we can fix as an example and
point of departure for present dem-

since 1928 by
Schmicdel of Graz, Austria,

. He actually went so far as lo
plan and even propose a regular
mail route in the Austrian Alps
for rapid postal communication of
lwo towns separated by a moun-
Lain range nearly 10.000 feet high
which although just over a mile
apart by air required eight hours
on the road for land communica-
tion, For this purpese he carried
oul his - first irial on February 2,

- PRIMER

| PRINER

1931 based on the correspandénce

'possibilities of wansporting lelters:
at specds above the 600 miles in-
dicated as the limit of speed of pro-;
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Iy experorant by omasking wee of
new el 12of seven - pound macke
els in which he cent in each case
Ceopnie 1oU o 20 envers franhied with
a series of stamps and very ~howy
pr.vate abels which were sold for
s parpose. and by mcans of
which ke underwrote a portim of
,the cost of said trials,

In later years these mailings
lwere carried vut aimost exclusive-
Jy for financial gain by unscrupi-
lous promoters in Germany. Eng-
;l:md, India. France, Holland, Bel-
"gium, and in some cases the Unit-
ed  States,
soun did away with the great popu-

onstrations  the work cnl’ricd "’“\;]urity and enthusiasm which had!
Dr.  Frederich ' oyisted among philatelists for that

{new acrophilatelic material.
. Such was  the

Ydifferent form or manner and free

'of any idea of profit, since we be-|
lieved that the possibilitiés of pri-,
"vate mailings and the paticnee of!
(the ever - fleeced eollectors reach-

‘ed their limit,
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The

special souvenir sheet companion of the 1939 Cuban Rocket
Mail 'stamp (shown here slightly smaller than full size) was printed

in red (rocket exhaust), bright blue (rockei, trees and landscape)
mudl hinsle {Intfasingd Tha 1020 mnntation wae 20 mint 250 need

T TR s h wmmw}

which commercialism -

situption  when |
iFred Kessler edited the first spe-.
“eial cutiler 11935) and in our Phil-.
Latelic Club it was a question of |
ccarrying out that dispateh in a
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s worth $1000 or more.
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Stock Sheets — several Groups ¢
i .-tions to be broken up. Some ¢
te 2s 60000 varicties. Many of o
: iar customers have had dozens ot
s at one time or another. Those o
xwm have not tried them by o'
a3 treat yourself to something SPF-
1. FREE ENVELOPE OF QDDS %
1,5 included with each order at nn
3 charge.
senerous $15 — $25 —
{Our Choice!)
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STPTEMBER LISTS
M - new lowns than normal,
plu. . few to raise the eyehrows
‘nvw As usual, the new ones are

'starred, and the others must be’
wcnnsxdered as having new devices.
|'1he total once again belies the:
‘statement that precancels are on:
'thc way out.
4 Columbia,

SC; Champaign, IL;,
Burkburnett, VA;

TX:. Staunton,

‘ *New Bcdfmd, 1l.; Yutan, Nb;
“|Silver &nrino MD: Okemos. MI;
P ISouth L~ -7, CA; Willard, OM;
*Chino ve..,, AZ: Nevada City,
CA; New wartinsville, WV, *ML
{|Baldy, ~*
‘Also, wiwnupulh  Beach, N.J.;
Oskaloosa  ©.A;  ‘Loose Greek,
‘MO; #@-u-targ PA; Dunville,
IN; Moore, OK; Middleborn, MA;
\Cutler, in- Altadena, CA: East,
Otis, MA; *East Hartland, CT;

Williston Tark, N.Y.

I mentjoned the poor spaced Sil-
ver Sprinz, *~ryland device some
weeks ago .. -.¢ they probably are
replacing il, and the chances will
be that it will be anolher type for
Silver Spring. It's odd that last
month Urbana, IL. got a new de-
. vice, and this one iis sister, or
-.twin, city, Champaign, is getting
- one. Urbana olready had a vinyl

lype s0 lia. was its sccond, bul

Jithis is the wrst for Champalgn
-+which used its U-17n fairly fre-
Cquently . .3 past.
East Otic Mass. was not in the
-original Town and Type Catalog.
My entry suuws that it originally
.got a U-130 type. This second de-
vice will o1 course be a U-140 or
141

Medford, Ore. reccived a 100-
subject electro plate and this cught

| 6L bF THE PACIFIC . .

| SIFGLI ISLALD
YT

i Qf-‘”

either used a U-120 wide or a Bu-
reau. These  were mostly seen on

should be type number three. Type
one is an old U - 82. and. preity

pretly often seen in mixes as well
as the Bureau. :

to perk things up for Medford. It

the Prexies so this new plate]

scarce; type two the U-1200 wide

-8

(Continued from page 18)

i : CURAN

(the significiance of a symbolic act,

.that trial mailing which we might.

call  futuristic was  considered

-a failure as was even that of the.
there !

'rockets, but years later
jrained upon London muny rock-
els of grest size coming {rom the
coasts of Belgium and Holland —
some Wwith propaganda material
.md even correspondence  from
"Enalish prisoners in Germany.
' These gigantic vehicles were the
‘mode! when peace came for the
‘rupid succession of great rockets
‘like Viking. Atlas, Mercury, Her-
‘mes, and Jupxter whose great ca-
| pacity ‘made people think of the
possibility  of establishing  space
communications — and thus made
a rcalily one of the greatest and
oldest dreams .of humanity.

A little while later, there was
established a race or competition

tioned apparatus for the purpuses
of attack and defense.

Naturally, and as was to be pre-
sumed. this great extra - terrestial
compelition was not long in being
reflected in the numerous
starting with the IGY of 1657 - 1958,
and today it constitutes an exten-
sive and popular topical colleclion
called “space” which has at ils
jdisposal several hundred very ar-
itistic examples, and more than
Isix specialized catalogs.

considered by many, and with good

of the first postal rockets, because
in principle it is a matter of the
same means of transportation. This
great demand had its origin in our
stamp of the Postal Rocket Ex-
periment, ihe first official issue
for this purpose, which was orig-
inally sold just 27 years ago for
a mere l0c. Today it is difficult
to obtain one for less than $%40-50,
and it is still increasing in value
and demand.

As we say in our club magazine
“Aclividades Filatelicas”, after
27 years that which was our mis-
understood ‘‘Postal Rocket” has
finally had its just revenge.

- (Editor’s note: This article is a
translation by John Marsh of the
France & Colonics Philatelic Soci-
ety, with slight updating, of the
article which appeared in lhe Jan-
uary - February 1964 edition of La

| ¥ Aveinda Anl Mnd, B."ﬂﬂ'n"nl) An Nn:

.

’ s e
5

for control of routes of space and !
te utilization of the above men-

issues o

This area of philately has been;

reason. an additional continuation |

!
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a BUY . .SELL
P 420 7.00
b 800 1400
b 20 330
P 480 800
Lo 0 120
v 600 1000
CIIII 600  10.00
B 1000 1500
P 100 150
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pteren g o

need or specialized collec-
werth S1000 or more,

- offers mateh our desires. ..
ar . pth, Spot cash to any
at 4 will trovel for really
holdings.

WBERT W. GERBER

qua Penna.

i

e o aekeats S b, 0K

AL New  Martinsville, Wi "ML
‘Baldy, CA. |

| Also, Monmputh Beach, N.J.;
“Oskaloosa, LA;  ‘'Loogse  Greek,
:MO;  *Saltshurg, PA; Danville,:

“IN; Moore, OK; Middichoro, MA:,
"Cutler, IN; Altadena, CA; East
'Otis, MA; *East Hartland, CT;!
‘Williston Park, N.Y. '
T I mentioned the poor spaced Sil-
ver Spring, Maryland device some!
weeks ago so see they probably are!
replacing it, and the chances will

JOB LOT OF
\LBUM PAGES

wock Sheets — several Groups of
ons to be broken up. Some as
s 60,000 varieties. Many of our
customers _have had dozems of
A one time or another. Those of
% have not tried them by all
treat yourself to something SPE-
FREE ENVELOPE OF 0DDS &
included with each order at no
harge.

-erous $15 — $25 — $35 Units.

{Our Choice!)
RICHARD H. DRESEL

be that it will be another type for
ISilver Spring. IUs odd that last:
imonth Urbana, IL. got a new de-!
'vice, and this one ils sister, or,
twin, «<ity, Champaign, is getting
one. *'~hana alreudy had a vinyl

lype that was ils second, buti
this _— .ic first for Champaign
which wsed  its U-17n fairly [re-

'quen* - n times past.

Ea Dlis, Mass. was nol in the
origii.... Town and Type Catzlog.
My e--v shows that it originally

got ¢ 130 type. This second de-
vice " f course be a U-140 or
141,

Medford, Ore. reccived va 100-
subject electro plale and this ought

to perk things up for Medford. It

s "}F THE PACIFIC . .

QLI ISLARD

.ae for VF mint stamps either

. wave been a leader in this area

"= nangie your buyirg or selling

wticfartian guara eed,

e,

peGRER CU.

® Evansville, Ind.

either used a U-120 wide or a Bu-
reau These -were mostly seen on
the Trexies so this
should be type number three. Type
one 1s an old U - 82 and prelty
scarce, iype two the U-120 wide
pretly often seen in mixes as well
as the Bureau.

SMIARED

H. 7i. Blackburn of Flint, Mich.
showert me a 2'i¢c Bureau coil
from. 'leveland, Ohio. The design
itself was off center fo the bot-
tom mi..wing an extra large margin
at the ‘op. The horizontal center-
ing w.- fair enough. Anyway, it

still wet, someone took a blunt in-
strument and rubbed up through
the ink of the stamp itself. The
precancellation did not scem to be
'disturbed.

This smear was to the very left
of the design, and was al leasl %

inch wide, maybe a little wider,

opeeial Sale
i Jalican ELIN

TER VALID ONLY 10 DAYS

El-3 Pope 21O ,.......... 05.00

211 Came LM, ... ..., 65.00
suridtear 1T 220 300000
Beme LWL, 1., . 1L, 185.00
dacheolngieni |00, .. 0BW0
Caliolle press” . .0 00000 98,00

o Mezznt Beat., o000l 50.00
Coronatinn 17.00
Dt Naa s
a N

and clear up through the top mar-
ginal area. - -

" In my opinion, and from my ob-
servation of precancel collectors,
I find that they are not very much
interested in this type of thing. I
do not think it would even be con-
sidered. to be listed in the Bu-
reau Precancel Catalog. On the
other hand F-know that there are
quite a lot of U. S. collectors who
are looking for this kind of materi-

new plate|

tapped o4 that “while the ink” was|

1lal and quite likely would be inter-

for control of rautes of zpate and
the utilization of the alove men-
tiored apparatus for the purpeses
of attack and defense.
Naturally, and as was o be pre-
sumed, this grest exira - terrestial
competition was not long in being
reflected in the numerous issues
starting with the IGY of 1857 - 1958.
and today it constitutes an exten-
sive and popular topical collection
called “space” which has at s
disposal severe! hundred very ar-
tistic examples. and more than
six specialized catalogs. i
This area of philately has been,
considered by many., and with good:

reason. an additional continuation |

of the first postal rockets, because !
in principle it is a matter of the:
same means of trunsportation. This:
. . . L {
great demand had its origin in our,
stamp of the Postal Rocket Ex-
periment, the first official issue.
for this purpose. which was orig-l
inally sold just 27 years ago for!
a mere 10c. Today it is difficult!
to obtain one for less than $40-50,:
and it is still increasing in value;
and demand.
As we say in our ~'-. magazine
“Actividades Filateli. ~, after,
27 years that which w.. our mis-i
understood “Poslal --kel” has!
finally had its just rev--ge.
(Editor’s note: This a..'cle is a
translation by John Marsh of the
France & Colonies Philatelic Soci-
ety, with slight updating, of the
article which appeared in the Jan-
uary - February 1964 edition of La
Revista del Club Filatelico de Ca-
Ta0as.) :

UNITED STATES
(Continued from page 48)

nauts have been in these 13 space-
crafts; this is not counting the
two MERCURY sub - orbital

.................................

but not in orbit. , ]

Charles Conrad has been in two
GEMINT f{lights, Gordon Cooper in,
one MERCURY and one GEMINI!
mission. Schirra was also in one
MERCURY and one GEMINI. So
far, not a single Soviet cosmonaut
has duplicated any manned flights.

If my figures are correct, this
totals to 1805 man-hours for the
Americans, in contrast to 507
man - hours for the Russians —
quite a contrast in any manner
you tabulate the figures!

Unless the Russians come up
with a great BIG spectacular in
the very near f{uture, chances are
the American astronauts will keep
well ahead in man - hours. Fur-
thermore, exactly twice the num-
ber of American astronauts have
bheen in cnace ag the Raucsiane.
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