Bly pr. Tomas Terry

in Hayana-on Oct. 15, 1939.
| There i is no reason for doubt or
; dlscussmn about the official
‘ character of the stamp that

| was 1ssued or the mail service §
‘that w effectuated; yet, at the

: .same time, references to the

legal aspects of that mail still
appear in publications, mainly
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." INE POSTHASTER GENtRAL
It started ‘with the rocket §
. imail expenmem that occurred |
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{North'| American, and cast f4

 doubt on the event.
They cannot negate the fact
that a|stamp has been issued

‘ commenmorating that test, and
furthermore, the canceling of

. the manl that had to be tran-

| sported in that experiment, un-

. der auspices of the then secre-
tary of communications.

One need only remember the

- stamps that were issued dedi-
i cated to Rosillo-and the Inter-
‘national Air Train, which, in
‘addition to its commemorative

: fcharacter had the object of

~ frankmg the official mail from
| - Cayo-Hueso and Havana.

The irocket stamp does not

‘ have to be the exception to the

rule, but this principal objec-
tive 1s»systemaucally ignored.

" The Scott catalog, in its 1940

edition, considered the stamp
(€31 ‘solely commemorative
of mail transport by rocket
without specifying official or
private nature.

i The Sanabria airmail cata-
log estxmated the value of the
stamp at 15 cents and defined
it as expenmental effectuated
under the auspices of the Phil-

_ atelic Club of the Republic of

‘Cuba.
jln subsequent . years, all re-

fr, Prix Sesctitng
Directar Gevery] af
- Stockbalm, Sweter

This post card was issued to commemorate what the USPOD
claimed to be the first official missile mail.: .

ferred to the stamp as the first
officially issued but without
reference to the first official
rocket mail, which was equaily
inaugurated.

In summary, the stamp took
the entire limelight, but not a
word was said about the mail
service that was instituted,
which was of equal impor-
tance.

There were several aerophi-

latelists who admitted that the -

mail was duly official, but they
stated that we were second or
third.

The then president of the
Rocket Mail Society said the
rocket mail of Schmied! in
Austria of March 16, 1933, was
first. We had not known of this
flight, and we immediately
wrote to the director of mails
in:Vienna, who replied that his
department authorized the
transport of correspondence by
a rocket but “without any offi-
cial character.” We do not feel

i
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i

this matter deserve* further
attention. |

. Due to the launching uf the
first artificial satellite by the
Soviet Umon in 1957, the space

thematic was started »The Cu--

ban Postal Rocket stamp is
considered the precursar, espe-
cially since very’ few space
stamps had been issued up to
that time. In North ‘America;
only three space stamps wi

issued by ] 1962, o

ed for the transp?rtatmn of
mail by the‘ med

by the technical persunnel of
the Naval Center 'of Proj

tiles, Pacific Division, }at Point
Magu, Calif., utlhzmg the Re-
gulus-type miss s launched

|

of the-postal offi cxals of Los
Angeles, " Port ‘Hu‘ele‘me and
Santa Barbara, representmg

- the United States Post Of]

Various tests were conduct-"

| . Page 66

Approx:mately 50 envelgpe
were sent as souvenirs from
:the[base canceled at Poin
‘Magu, and signed by ‘Adm

C i
B At letter to the postm

general in Washington brougl
forth the response that the ex

character.

Phllatehsts now had a
problem in the face of the con
tradition of private mail beil
sent by personnel of oiﬁ al d
partments

Many collectars were. per:
plexed as to how to classn
that corr&spondence, howevi
smce none of these covers
were! sent directly to philatel
ists| they contributed nothmg
to the growth of aerophilatély.

The majority went to selec
ed funcnonanes, includin;
prasldent secretary of ! 'th
Navy admirals and, ‘othe

igh-ranking naval office

In mid-1939, the USPOD an-
nounced that “the Unit
States has commenced the ex:
penmental exploration of |2
new and more perfect: tech
nique in communications, tha

f . without doubt, will be of hxstor-

ic significance for the people 0
the'entire world.”

On June 8, 1959, the ““first f
ficial mail by rocket”
place off the Atlantic ‘Coast
aboard the telednrected rocket;
Regulus.

The submarine, Barbe

proceeded from the Norrolk‘

Naval Base with the Regul

and was launched in mtéma

returned .to the.
sufficient postage.
two envelopes from
(hat arrived in Ha-
was addressed. to

cl
signed by the postmaster
rai pomhng out the great
dpartance of the mail. It enu-
armus advantages -
. that this rep-
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for airmail was 7¢, -
he |envelopes’ should
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(Continued from page 66)
resents tne7 FIRST OFFICIAL
EXPERIMENT of transporta-
tion realized by the Postal Ser-
vice.”

Yet, much later in a speech
about the. event, this same
writer referred to the mail as
*‘the first known official use of

a projectile for the transporta- .

tion of mail by a postal ser-
vice,”

There is:no doubt that the
first official use of a rocket
was in Havanaon Oct. 15, 1939,
a full 20 years before the event
of the North Amiericans.

1t is incomprehensible to me
that a  postmaster genéral
could be ignorant of this fact.
On June 15, 1959, I wrote to

Gibbons sets South Africa auction

Summerfield the following:

“I have read your state-
ments effectuated with all suc-
cess by the teledirected appa-
ratus Regulus I, launched the
8th of this month from the sub-
marine U.S.S. Barbero.

“In reference to this mail
andito the correspondence that
was transported, you pro-
nounce it ‘the first official use
that is known of a projectile by
a postal department.’

“Ii regret:to inform you that
you have not taken into ac-
count the following informa-
tion.

“The reality is that the first

official correspondence by
rocket was transported in Ha-

Stanley Gibbons (Pty.) Lid., agenté to Stanley Gibbons Inter-
national Ltd., London, will hold a public stamp auction in the

- Parktown Room of the Landdrost Hotel, corner of Plein and
* Twist streets, Johannesburg, South Africa, Aug. 2, 7 p.m.

Admission to the sale is by catalog only. Catalogs can be ob-
tained from Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd., Drury House, Rus-
sell Street, London WC2B 5HD, England for £l (appmxnmately

vana on 'Og:tcber 15, 1939

the organization and respc

bility of the Cuban: pos
thorities' wuh a comme
tive stamp that was issu
the occasion. I

“With. much pleasu

would be able' to submi

other information tha
deem necessary for a du
tification. '

“Yours ' tr uly,/ Toma
Terry” .

Evading the issue ran§ed
my letter, I received the

lowing reply from the D|

of Philately dated Washmgton,

July 23, 1859. |
“Dear Dr ’I‘erry
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you
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of

June 15to the Postmaster Gen-

. eral concémmg the olfflcxal

mail by {projectile accam-

plished by t the;Dc partment. l
“The mformauon ;hat you

expound about ithe first. offi-

cial mail by mcket in H:ivana

is very mtereetmg ang e feel -
very pleased |to jenter this lin-

formation in our fxles

“The - Postmaster _ ‘assum

ed
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“other high functionaries.” The

Wis: L

LINN S STAMP NEWS i

nail ﬂif

the responsibility for |the: ||
dispatch of 3,000 letters tran--

sported in the projectile:
launched from the submarine’
U.S.S. Barbero to Florida: As |

you know beyond dxspute,' he

- has shown himself to be very !
interested in the possibility of :
guided missles for transporta: ||
tion of mail. l e

“He has publicly dlscussed :

that possibility and has been

présent personally at the tests' :

that have been carried out re-
cently. ;

“The receivers of these le t-

ters were mainly the memt er
of the Cabinet, Congress, an

it

letter was signed by Franklin . i

R: Bruns Jr., director, Divisio
of Philately.

. As can be seen, the principal | |

Philatelic quiz

A philatelic quiz by E
Martini' is set for the meet
of the Milwaukee Phllatehc
cnety, July 21, 7:30 p.m., How
ard Johnson Motor Lodge. y
W. Layten Ave., Milwaukee
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