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ANOTHER NEW FRIDEN-ALCATEL METER

In Bulletin No . 182 it was announced that a new type meter stamp
made by Friden-Alcatel was in use . This company has now produced
another also totally new type of meter that is being tested by the
LISPS in five cities across the country . Unlike the earlier type this
one is intended for use in post offices only . It is designed to
be used by postal clerks in the mailing and handling of parcels . The
machine can weigh, calculate the postage and print out the meter
stamp in one step . In use it resembles the Flushing NCR meters
which were tested for several years in the 1970's . It will probably
be listed in S-W Catalogue in the same PP series as the NCR.

FOR SALE : N .Y.C . "MAILOMAT" Meter Impressions {23 total),
1939 to 1943 . Send for list, J . Stock, 6 Nichols Road,
Pompton Plains, NJ, 07444.

WANTED by Topical Collector, any International Year of the
Child, on Meter Postage, U.S . or foreign meters, to
Bill Skinner, c/o Southern Optical, 5141 Dixie Hwy .,
Louisville, KY, 40216.
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NEWMEMBERS

775 D. L. Dettwiler, 3062 No . Newhall St ., Milwaukee, WIS, 53211
776 State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 816 State St .,

Madison, WI, 53706
777 Earl F . Day, 3136 Azores, Corpus Christi, TX 78418.
778 Roger wullen, 26 - 09 65th Place, New York, NY, 11377

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

533 Fred Jeffrey, 602 Corbett St ., Hamilton, Ont ., Canada, LBH 6V1
722 Josephine McConnell, 1359 Eel Court, Valparaiso, IN 46373
743 Eileeen L . Meier, P . O . Box 369, Palmyra, VA 22963

RESIGNATIONS

419 Kenneth E . Daniels
454 Art Whitehead
750 P . Ribbens
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US FRIDEN-ALCATEL

	

SWISS FRAMA

The five cities participating in the test are San Jose, CA,
St. Louis, MO, Philadelphia, PA, Boston, MA, and Charlotte, NC.
The test began in mid-August and is scheduled to last six months.
Meter numbers seen so far are 7000007 (Boston), 7000011 (St . Louis),
7000022 (Charlotte), 7000027 and :'7000029 (Philadelphia) and
7000033 (San Jose) . It is knon'-that there are a total of five
machines being tested in Philadelphia alone (all at the Continental
Branch Post Office, Market Street), and there are no doubt several
machines in each of the other test cities as well.

This meter is very similar in appearance to FRAMA post office
meters (see Bulletin no . 178) . The resemblance is so close in
fact it is likely many of the components including the printing
head of this machine are manufactured by FRAMA and assembled
and marketed by Friden-Alcatel . Compare the imprints pictured
above- They are identical in size (24 x 64 mm) . The date lines
are in the same location and are also identical regarding the
shapes of the numerals and the position of the stops between
day, 1)month and year .
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All the automats described above have been available to the
general public . In addition to these are a fairly large
number of specimen, essay, test and special event meters that
were not generally available or were available on an
extremely limited basis only . Automats not in the series
listed above (LS1-3, LSA04-06, LS07-09) are in most cases
special event meters ( " PHILEXFRANCE 1982 " and "SICOB 1982 " -
LSA 92954, National Bourg en Bresse - LSO 01053, 19th
UPU Congress - LSO 99999} or specimens.

P .N .U.

Most specimens are marked as such . Labels inscribed TEST,
TSTPTT, PERP, JOUR or 202,5 are all test meters and are
quite scarce .

	 ;:v~,_' 0 .2 a

	

NOTES :
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1984 SUMMER OLYMPIC SLOGANS

An organization called the Telephone
Pioneers of America (H .G . McCully
Chapter) honored the Olympic Torch
with a meter slogan depicting their
logo, the Olympic torch, and the
words "GO USA IN L .A." . The
Telephone Pioneers, which is a
community service oriented non profit
organization, has made a meter franked cover with the above
described slogan available to those interested for a $1 .00
donation . Write Mr . Joe Lacko, 1031 W. Chestnut St ., Union,
N . J. 07083 . Postage is appreciated . All proceeds will go
toward charitable causes.

Member Gene Megown was lucky enough to obtain an example of
the meter used by the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee.
The slogan combines the star in motion, which was the logo
of the 1984 Summer Olympics, and the Olympic rings.

Las Amities Olympic Organizing Cammhtas
Los Angelis CiSfonw 900841 USA

MSS BULLETIN, NO . 185 & 186

{2} From catalogue illustration (A) Sender : William E . and
Desire photo of original . Lewis F. Mason, Attorneys-

at-Law, 108 S . Lasalle St .,
Chicago.

(3) Based on W . G. Steiger (B) With instructions to
article of June 21, 1930 . Postmaster in upper left
Need to determine present
holder and obtain photo . (C)

(D)

corner.

Sender : The Addressographer.

Upper left corner : 'Return
in 6 days to 901 W . Vanburen
St . Chicago" .

Of the Shields listed above, two are on exhibit in the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC . Six are from the
Crane Catalogue but whereabouts of the actual prints are unknown.
We also include the Shield referred to in the Steiger article
of 1930 although the present owner is unknown to us . Under
the category "(1) By reference only ." above, we have entered
eight items where death or other circumstances have prevented
us from obtaining confirmation of Shields heretofore known
to be owned by four well regarded collectors.

+ + + + + + + + + + .+ + + + + + + + + + + + +

FRIDENOFFICIAL VARIETY

Another Friden official meter type O(KE)2b without key letter
has turned up . The meter number is 503345 and joins meter
number 503302 which was reported with this configuration in
Bulletin No . 178.

+ e + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

FOREIGN METER NEWS

Two new Canadian meters have appeared with date lines but
no townmark circles . Members Pustel and Megyesi showed us
a Postalia and a Hasler respectively with this configuration.
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Cuba has released two commemorative FRAMA automats at
nearly the same time and both in a foreign country

	

west
Germany . The first (Fig . 1) was issued to honor the Fifth
International Stamp Fair held in Essen on 26-31 May, 1984.
The second (Fig. 2), released three weeks later in Hamburg,
commemorates the Universal Postal Union's Congress and
International Philatelic Exposition, held 19-26 June . Both
designs have an unusual pictorial underprinting which depicts
a seashore with sun and palm trees . The Essen design was
available simultaneously in Havana . It is not known whether
the Hamburg design was available outside the show (i .e . in
Cuba itself) or whether there are plans to issue "definitive"
FRAMA automats for general use .

Figure 2.

Hasler has begun producing their popular Mailmaster line
for Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) .
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FRENCH AUTOMATS

The French have become quite deeply involved with automats
during the last four years, and all of this activity, with
the exception of one unissued specimen meter, has involved
local French companies rather than the ubiquitous FRAMA.

The three main companies are:

a) EMU-CAMP (Electronique
Marcel Dessault - Societe
de Construction d'Appareils
Mechaniques de Precision)
which produce meters in the
LSI-LS3 series.

b) CGA (Compagnie Generale
d'Automatisme) - Alcatel,
(LSA04-LSA06), and

Figure 1 . c) Crouzet, (L507-LS09) .
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All meters produced by these companies are more sophisticated
than FRAMA automat devices in that they weigh the letter or
package and calculate the postage based on the Level of
service desired . Postage labels bear an inscription indicating
the level of service:

PNU (Plis Non Urgent) - slow letter
LETTRE - fast letter
URGENT - express
blank - parcel post

P .N .U .
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1,70
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FRAMA has introduced a new four bank meter in Brazil with
figure of value : 0 .000,00 . The last two zeros are fixed and
represent centavos (1/100th of a cruzeiro) . Member Ernst Muhr
has reported that because of the high inflation rate and
increasingly low value of the cruzeiro {2279 to the dollar as
of this writing) the Brazilian government abolished the centavo
on August 21st . This makes the new FRAMA obsolete almost
from its inception. No doubt existing meters with figure of
value containing centavos will continue to be used, but we
can expect a large number of new meter designs sans centavo
introduced in Brazil during the upcoming months.
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