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1986 MEMBERSHIP FEES NOW DUE

$6 .00 US in the United States and Canada
$7 .00 US elsewhere

* * * * * * . * * 4 * * * * * * * * * * *

MEMBERS' ADS

For Sale : Ovals, Large Eagles, Flying Eagles, N .C .R ., U.S .P .O. UPS
Meters, M . Belber, 14 Holly, Bellmaur, NJ 08031 . 1000's of each!.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

NEW MEMBERS

794 John E . Bernhard, 1312 Totten Ave ., Richland, WA 99352

795 Robert J . Wojcikowski, USS Silversides (SSN-679) FPO Seattle, WA
98799

796 Alan M . Malakoff, Box 57501, Webster, TX 77598

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

552 David M. Trask, 340 S .E . 31st Ave . . Portland, OR 97214
317 Alan Draves, P . O . Box 2009, Cridersville, OH 45806
646 Capt . A . F . Key, 701-10th Street, Silvis, IL 61282-1458
654 John Smallwood, 128 Dorothy Dr ., Bear, DEL 19701

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS

786 R . W . Parrett, RFD .*7, Boscawen, NH 03303

REINSTATEMENT

746 Howard L. Lucas, 402 Janet Lane, Copperas Cove, TX 76522

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 4 *

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE

Drell (DD), Hawkings (JH), Houdewind (PH), Pastel (GP), Roscoe (EJR),
Simon (WS) .
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EXPERIMENTAL POST OFFICE METER FROM INTERMEC

In the last Bulletin we reported a new " Friden-Aleatel" Postage
Validation Imprinter (PVI) being tested in the Vienna, VA Post Office_
We were misled by the nomenclature "PVI" which we erroneously thought
was a Friden-Alcatel term used to describe their experimental post
office meters . In fact it is a LISPS term used to describe any of a
new generation of postage machines now undergoing testing . This. new
Vienna machine is a product of the Intermec Corporation of Lynnwood,
WA which is a maker of bar code and optical character printers and
readers . This is their first venture into postage printing equipment
after nine . years of involvement with various test programs at LISPS,
utilizing bar code technology . At present, in addition to the Vienna
PVI, they have machines which print zip codes used for sortation at a
bulk mail test site.

Mr . Franklin M. Jones of Intermec provided us with much information
about the Vienna test meter . The machine is actually a thermal bar
code label and tag printer, model 8625, which has been programmed to
produce the postage labels as shown.

It uses specially coated adhesive stock which is thermally reactive.
Individual stamps are automatically removed from the backing material
as they are printed. The adhesive is pressure sensitive and is very
agressive to paper.

The image is produced with an array of 10 mil square heating elements,
which are energized as the paper is moved beneath the head in a manner
not totally unlike the development of a picture on a TV tube . The
image is of high contrast with a resolution of I00 dots to the inch.

The PVI is primarily electronic with only three moving parts . The
stamp image or images are electronically stored in : the printer memory
so that only variable data such as postage amount, need be supplied
for each transaction . Other data, such as city and date, can be
changed electronically when required. There is no physical "slug" in
the printing head as in other postage meters . The "slug" is contained
in the electronic memory of the machine, and it prints using a method
roughly comparable to that used by a dot matrix printer . The preset
stamp is an array of 875 x 210 elements. Much larger arrays are
possible.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:
R. Stambaugh
23 Beverly Ct.
Tinton Falls, NJ
07724
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WEST GERMANY

The "new postal device " reported in Bulletin 189, page 11 is actually
the same computer postage reported in Bulletin 164, page 5 . The only
difference is that the i.ndictum is printed on a self-adhesive label
rather than directly on an envelope.

It is neither an automat nor a product of the Siemens Company (as was ..
reported in Bulletin 189 - Ed .) but is merely computer printed
postage . Siemens is merely the name of the mailer and is required to
appear at the left of the indicium.

Postal regulations specify the horizontally trisected rectangle which.
was originally to he printed in orange and now in red . (Other colors

exist) . The middle line showing date, postage amount etc . can be
printed by an electric data system which is being used by the mailer.
Therefore a great variety of center line imprints can be found mostly
in black, but sometimes also in red .

KISS BULLETIN, NO . 190

A similar system with adhesive labels is being used by the Spanish
post office department at many post offices since 1981 . It was
developed in Spain under the name "EPELSA" and operates in connection
with a scale which can weight mail matter up to 9 .5 kilograms . Where
the German system {used only by private firms) had a small post horn
in front of the value originally, the Spanish imprints have a small
crown in this place . (WS)
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The small posthorn in front of the postage value .which we reported in
Bulletin 164 no longer is mandatory as all users of electronic data
postage systems must be licensed by the Postal Technical Central
Office in Darmstadt, Germany .

NEW	 FOREIGN METERS

In Bulletin 187/188 ere announced a new TEC (Japan) automat meter from
Singapore . This was meter no . JT1 . Since then the following other
numbers have been seen : CE1-3, GPI and NT1-3 . (GP)

Cuba introduced two commemorative PRAMS automats in 1984, both of
which were illustrated in Bulletin no . 185/186 . At that time we
speculated on whether there were plans to issue a definite,
non-commemorative FRAMA . There were, and the indicia is pictured here
along with an enhanced view of the scenic underprinting . (RS,PH)

In place of the center date/postage line various inscriptions can he
used as "Port Paye" or "Gehuhr Bezahlt" (Postage Paid) on bulk
mailings . It is also permitted to print the date/postage line
separately on parcel post cards, invoices, or address labels in which
case the rectangular indicium contains a printed reference
!Freimachusig im Anschriftenfeld) .
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A special commemorative FRAMA automat from Austria was issued in may
1983 . It was issued in connection with something called " IFABO 1983 "
(what this stands for is unknown to your editor) . The impression is
in red on white paper . To the left is a column of black dashes.
Uriderpr.inting the entire design is a pattern of pale yellow stylized
poethorns .
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The first indicia until the 1970's used the same design as Gorman
postage meters . .ard these are quite rare today . From 1970 on the

rectangular trisected indicium was used which had a stylish posthorn
.n ^ the left bntte

	

and in 1982 was superseded by its modernized
eramon (sec Bulletin: 176, page' 5) .
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